
 
	

TO:          Diocesan Social Justice Chairs  
CC:          Provincial Executive 
FROM:    Renee Spohn, ABMK Social Justice Chair  
 
National Indigenous Days: Awareness, Education, and Cultural Activities in June and 
September. Save the date Wednesday, October 7, 2026 for the webinar Walking 
Together: Explore Indigenous Experiences. 
 
National Indigenous People’s Day – June 21st 
Celebrates the cultures, languages, and traditions of Indigenous peoples across 
Canada. It is a day to recognize their contributions and to honour their past, present, 
and future.  
 
There are opportunities in your community to join in the celebration or show a video, 
invite a speaker, learn a greeting or give thanks in their language, share tea with kokum 
(grandmother), or pray together in a healing service. 
 
Watch with your council the “Walking Together with Indigenous Sisters – Making 
Connections” webinar. It is available on the National website at Walking Together with 
Indigenous Sisters 
 
National Day for Truth & Reconciliation – September 30th  
Orange Shirt Day honours the survivors of residential schools, the children who never 
returned, and the ongoing work of healing and reconciliation in Canada. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation 94 Calls to Action – 2015 
“The 94 Calls to Action are divided into two groups: Legacy and Reconciliation. The 
Legacy calls focus on acknowledging the history and atrocities of residential schools, 
while the Reconciliation calls aim to create systems to prevent these abuses from 
happening again. Canada is actively working to deliver on these commitments. Over 
85% of the 76 calls requiring the federal government’s leadership have been completed 
or are well underway.” Delivering	on	Truth	and	Reconciliation	Commission	Calls	to	Action 
 
Has your council considered selecting one Call to Action and how they may make it a 
priority? Use time during a meeting to pray, learn, or act?  
 
You can obtain a publication at Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada : calls 
to action.: IR4-8/2015E-PDF - Government of Canada Publications - Canada.ca 
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Two films available about Canadian Residential Schools are: 
1) Bones of Crows – Cree Matriarch, Aline Spears, Ontario survives Canada’s 

residential schools, her family generational fight in the face of starvation and 
racism, including mental, physical, and sexual abuse. Directed by Marie 
Clements, 2022. 

2) Sugarcane – National Geographic award winning documentary investigates the 
history of a residential school in Williams Lake, BC, exposing decades of forced 
separation, assimilation, and abuse. It is a film about healing directed by Julian 
Brave Noisecat and Emily Kassic, 2024. 

***Both films will invoke strong emotions. Please ensure you are in a safe place to 
absorb, reflect, and share your thoughts if comfortable. 
 
Walking Together: Explore Indigenous Experiences – New for 2026-2027 
The National Indigenous Relations subcommittee invites you to a webinar series. Come 
learn with us, October 7, 2026 at 6 pm CDT, about St. Kateri, the generational Medicine 
Wheel, and participate in a Three Pillars: Faith, Service, and Social Justice discussion. 
In February 2027, experience being Metis including Louis Riel, Metis Sash, and 
Fiddling. More to come…       
 
Encourage one another to build relationships with our Indigenous sisters, participate in 
National Indigenous Days, and learn. Be open to new possibilities knowing that through 
God’s grace we will meet, connect, and pray with our Indigenous sisters.  
 
 
Your sister in the League, 
 
Renee Spohn 
 
Provincial Social Justice Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


