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WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY - MAY 17, 2026
60" World Day of Social Communications

Preserving Human Voices and Faces
“Our faces and voices are unique, distinctive features of every person; they reveal a person’s
own unrepeatable identity and are the defining elements of every encounter with others.”

Message of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV: regarding humans and Al

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/communications/documents/20260124-
messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html

Pope Leo continues in his message:

“Faces and voices are sacred. .... he (God) imprinted on our faces a reflection of divine love, so
that we may fully live our humanity through love. Preserving human faces and voices, therefore,
means preserving this mark, this indelible reflection of God’s love. We are not a species
composed of predefined biochemical formulas. Each of us possesses an irreplaceable and
inimitable vocation, that originates from our own lived experience and becomes manifest
through interaction with others.

If we fail in this task of preservation, digital technology threatens to alter radically some of the
fundamental pillars of human civilization that at times are taken for granted. By simulating
human voices and faces, wisdom and knowledge, consciousness and responsibility, empathy and
friendship, the systems known as artificial intelligence not only interfere with information
ecosystems, but also encroach upon the deepest level of communication, that of human
relationships.

Do not renounce your ability to think...... The question at heart, however, is not what machines
can or will be able to do, but what we can and will be able to achieve, by growing in humanity
and knowledge through the wise use of the powerful tools at our service. Individuals have always
sought to acquire the fruits of knowledge without the effort required by commitment, research
and personal responsibility. However, renouncing creativity and surrendering our mental
capacities and imagination to machines would mean burying the talents we have been given to
grow as individuals in relation to God and others. It would mean hiding our faces and silencing
our voices.

...The task laid before us is not to stop digital innovation, but rather to guide it and to be aware of
its ambivalent nature. It is up to each of us to raise our voice in defense of human persons, so that
we can truly assimilate these tools as allies.
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This alliance is possible, but needs to be based on three pillars: responsibility,

cooperation and education.”

Pope Leo ends with:

“We need faces and voices to speak for people again. We need to cherish the gift of
communication as the deepest truth of humanity, to which all technological innovation should
also be oriented.” (bolding by Janet)

Pope Leo XIV message (I suggest all to read it in its entirety) and the one in the Living with
Christ Missalette, May 2026 Pp 182: by Joseph Sinasac regarding Al and its impact on humanity
provides us with information to reflect upon.

“...Pope Leo’s message discusses and warns of the real risk that Al will turn human culture into

computer generated slop. ...No Al-derived cultural product can touch the human heart so
profoundly or invite us into such an imitate form of prayer.”

Congratulations: all new incoming diocesan councils.
Please provide an updated roster as soon as you can.

“Lord, grant that I may Live this day with Love and Laughter”

Janet MacPhee
Provincial Secretary



