The Catholic Women’s League of Canada

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

79t Ahnual Convention

Convention Program
2025 Annual Reports
Spiritual Booklet

June 5 - 6, 2026
St. Joseph’s Parish, Whitecourt, Alberta




Our Mission

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada calls its members to grow in faith, and to witness to the
love of God through ministry and service.

League Promise

For the glory of God and the good of God’s people,
I promise as a Catholic woman to honour, invoke and imitate our patroness,
Our Lady of Good Counsel.
I promise to be a loyal member of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada
and to promote its interest and growth in every way.

I promise to cooperate with officers in all programs under their direction
and to conform to the best of my ability to the bylaws of the organization
in all League activities.

Amen

League Prayer

We humbly pray you, O God our Father, to bless
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada.
Bless our beloved country, our homes and families.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us to give light to our minds and strength to our wills
that we may know and fulfill your great law of charity.
Teach us to share with others at home and abroad the good things you have given us.
This we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ
And the intercession of our patroness, Our Lady of Good Counsel
Amen
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Acknowledgement of Treaty Lands
The Alberta Mackenzie Council
of the Catholic Women's League of Canada
thanks God for all of creation.
We acknowledge that we are on Treaty Lands.

We acknowledge the many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit
whose footsteps have marked these lands for centuries
and whose respectful stewardship have enabled us all
to enjoy the riches of the Creator’s blessings.

We are all treaty people, and we thank God for this great land
and pray that we may care for Mother Earth
in a more loving thoughtful way.
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Schedule

79th Annual Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Convention
St. Joseph’s Parish
5538 Mink Creek Road, Whitecourt
June 5 — 6, 2026

Friday, June 5, 2026
Pre-Convention Gathering

8:00 a.m. Registration Opens; Hospitality, Exhibits,
and Silent Auction Supporting the 2028 National Convention Available

9:00 am Welcome
12:00 Noon — 1:00 pm Lunch (Prepaid Ticket Holders Only)
5:00 pm — Dinner at St. Joseph’s (Prepaid Ticket Holders Only)
6:30 pm — Official Opening Ceremonies
7:00 pm — Eucharistic Celebration, followed by
Wine & Cheese Reception, hosted by Knights of Columbus Council 7299

Saturday, June 6, 2026
79th Annual Meeting of Members

8:00 am Registration Opens; Hospitality, Exhibits,
and the Silent Auction Supporting the 2028 National Convention Available

8:30 am Memorial Service for Deceased Members
9:00 am Call to Order

12:00 Noon — 1:00 pm Lunch (Prepaid Ticket Holders Only)
1:00 pm - Silent Auction Closes
5:00 pm Eucharistic Celebration/Installation of Officers

6:30 pm Convention Banquet
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Message from Alberta Mackenzie Spiritual Advisor,
The Most Rev. Gary Franken, Bishop of St. Paul Diocese

Diocese ()}rSf P(Hf/ Villa Maria — Pastoral Centre

March 11, 2026

The Catholic Women's League of Canada
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

79" Annual Convention — 2026

it Qe Tissien

Welcome to the Diocese of St. Paul!

1t is my pleasure to be with you as you gather for the annual CWL Alberta
MacKenzie Provincial Convention.

The town of Whitecowrt is situated at the confluence of the Athabasca, McLeod,
and Sakwatamau rivers. In Cree: Sagitawa, meaning “the place where the rivers
meet.”

As you meet here, I pray that your coming together is fuel to “Ienite Your
Passion” and that you leave all the more ready to “Empower His Mission!”

With prayerful wishes for a blessed convention,

o
il

1Gary Franken
Bishop of Diocese of St. Paul in Alberta
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Message from National CWL President
Betty Colaneri

— The Catholic Women’s League of Canada

My dear sisters in the League,

Convention is truly a time for celebration! What a joy and blessing it is to gather as sisters from
across this province, united in our shared mission to serve God and His people. On behalf of the
national executive/board and members throughout Canada, | congratulate you for the faithful work
and loving service you have offered in your parishes, dioceses and communities across Alberta and
Northwest Territories.

Your collective efforts at the provincial level strengthen and support the vibrant work taking place
in each diocese and parish. Through advocacy, leadership, faith formation and service initiatives,
you provide vision and encouragement that uplift members and deepen our impact. Each act of
kindness, each prayer offered in faith, each courageous initiative contributes to a stronger, more
unified League that makes a difference.

The national theme, Ignite Your Passion, Empower His Mission, calls us to recognize that our service
is both deeply personal and powerfully communal. Passion begins in the heart, sparked by the Holy
Spirit, and glows when we gather in faith-filled sisterhood. As a province, you model collaboration
and unity, strengthening one another as sisters, embracing one another with warmth and
encouragement so that together you may better serve Christ’s mission.

During this provincial convention, may you reignite that flame of passion that first inspired your
“yes” to service. May your discussions, deliberations and shared moments renew your commitment
and strengthen the bonds that unite you. May this time together affirm the remarkable impact you
have throughout Alberta and Northwest Territories.

As you begin your convention, may the Holy Spirit set your hearts ablaze with renewed vision and
purpose. May you leave empowered to continue His mission, leading with courage, compassion
and conviction, remembering always that in serving the least among us, you serve Jesus.

Let us be the flame spoken of by Pope Leo XlIl. “A great flame of faith and love must once again
spread across the world, lighting the way for all people of good will.”

May your provincial convention be filled with grace, inspiration and abundant blessings as you
continue to Ignite Your Passion, Empower His Mission.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus bless you.

JM{; Cz{a: Kaad

Betty Colaneri
National President

C - 702 Scotland Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3M 1X5 Tel. (204) 927-2310
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Message from ABMK Provincial President
Betsy Fletcher

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada

ALBERTA MACKENZIE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Dear Sisters in the League,

I’'m very pleased to be sending you greetings on behalf of the Alberta Mackenzie Provincial
Council.

It's been another wonderful year for the League! We have transitioned from the theme Here |
Am Lord, Send Me, to our new one: Ignite Your Passion, Empower His Mission. The past year’s
theme was excellent. It helped us to learn that we can do anything asked of us; we could and
did answer His call. With our new theme, we are once again challenged to move forward, to
serve the poor and follow the will of our Lord and Savior.

These two themes will weave nicely together. Without answering His call, how can we embrace
His mission? | know that our members — you- will honour our new theme and make it yours for
the next two years.

As you gather at convention this year, take the time to renew old friendships, make new friends
and share your love of the Catholic Women'’s League with each other.

For God and Canada,

3&&?;

FOR wE W ALK BY )

/\?)TM SIGHT

2 commumNS o7
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Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

Hierarchy and Spiritual AQViSOT........cccceeeveeeeiieeeeiieeeieeene Most Reverend Bishop Gary Franken
o4 SES) 16 (31 1 SRR Betsy Fletcher
VACE-PIESIAENL ...cecniiieeiiieeciee ettt e e e e re e e e aa e e e e tae e e saeeeessaeeensseeenssaaennns Jan Myhre
SECTELATY ...ceiuriiiiiiieite ettt ettt e ettt e e bt s s b e e s bt e e e enaae s anaes Janet MacPhee
TLEASUTET ....ceouvieeiiietieeteet ettt ettt et s it s bt e e e e sab e e et e s bt e s bt e s bt e sabeeensesaseens Celine Berlinguette
PaSt PreSIA@NT. .. .coviiiiiieiieieee ettt ettt ettt sttt Mary Hunt
Faith Standing Committee Chair ........ccccoeceriiiiiiiniiieeeeeteteeee e Mary Molloy
Service Standing Committee Chair ..........c.cceecieiiiiiieieiiieeceeecee e e e Lola Alsmo
Social Justice Standing Committee Chair............cccecveeeiiiieiniieeecee e, Renee Spohn
Life Member LiaiSOM......ccccuiiiiiieieiieeecieeecteeeeieeesreeeeteeeeaae e e aeeeesaaeeesssaeesssseeesssaeesnnens Mary Hunt

Alberta Mackenzie Past Presidents

Irene Hawkes........ccccveeuneenee 1948 - 1949 Marie Moulds ........cccceeeeuvveennnenne. 1985 - 1987
Isabella Stevens..................... 1949 - 1950 Mitzi Crowe.......cceeeeveveeeeecneeeeenn. 1987- 1989
Winnifred O'Brien ................. 1950 - 1953 Anne Laskosky......ccccceevueenvennnnene 1989 - 1991
Alzina Fitzpatrick ........c........ 1953 - 1955 Agnes Bedard........cccceeveeuiennnennnen. 1991-1993
Marion Conroy ...........cceeueene. 1955 - 1957 Marie Cameron..........cccceuvvveeenen... 1993 - 1995
Mary Hagel.......cccccovveeveenenee. 1957 - 1959 Joan Baudais ........cccoeevveeeiiennnenn. 1995 - 1997
Maisie Pronovost .................. 1959 - 1961 Janet CooK......ccoovuvveveeecneeeeeennnnen. 1997 - 1999
Mary Kelly.....ccceeeeveeeeneeennnnne 1961 - 1963 Lucille Partington........................ 1999 - 2001
Dorothy Roberts .................... 1963 - 1965 Connie McBride............cccuuuue..... 2001 - 2003
Anne Kirby .....ccoovvevveenvenveennne 1965 - 1967 Mary Heinzlmeir....................... 2003 - 2005
Nena Timperley ........cceunen... 1967 - 1969 EllaEll.....coooeeiiiiieecieeceeee 2005 - 2007
Ruth Cooney ......ccceevuvennenneen. 1969 - 1971 Donna Prevost........cccccvvvveennnnee.. 2007 -2009
Stella Niedzwiecki ................. 1971 - 1973 Fran Lucas.......cccceeevveeeeeecnneeeennn. 2009 - 2011
Natalie Carley........cccceeuveennen. 1973 - 1975 Sheila M. Houle..........ccuuuuveeeeennen.. 2011 - 2013
Mary Anne Warren................ 1975 - 1977 Dorothy Johansen........................ 2013 - 2015
Ardis Beaudry .......c.ccccuveeneee. 1977 - 1979 Cathy Bouchard.............cuuce.....e. 2015 - 2017
Doreen Lecky ......ccccoueeeveennnee. 1979 - 1981 June Fuller.........cccoevvvviiiennnnnnnn. 2017 - 2019
Dorothy Keates ..........ccoueenee. 1981 - 1983 JUdy LOOK....cueeeiierieenieenieeienne 2019 - 2022
Rose-Marie McCarthy........... 1983 - 1985 Mary Hunt......ooooveeeiiiniiiiiennnnne 2022 - 2024
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Alberta Mackenzie Honorary Life and Life Members

Honorary Life Members

Agnes Bedard .........cccceeeuennnne. 2006 Marie Cameron............cceveenee. 2004

Vivian Bosch.......ccoevvuuneenennn. 2002 Fran Lucas.....ccccoevevveveeeeeeeeeennn. 2023

Life Members

Mary Antonio.....cccceeeeeeeersuennne 2011 Jeanette Laforce.........ccccceunen.e. 2008
Joan Baudais.........cccceervereennnnns 1998 ViLake ..oovveeverrereiecreereeenveeenn, 2012
Florence Bernakevitch............. 2012 Doreen LecKy......cccceevueervencuenne 1983
Ruth Boden .......cccceeeuveeeneennen. 2018 Judy LOOK ....coccvveeeiieiiieeieene 2018
Cathy Bouchard..........ccccuce.ee. 2014 Fran Lucas......ccocceevereeecucnnen. 2011
Gladys Brown..........cccceeuenenee. 2025 Gloria Lundberg............c.c........ 2012
Natalie Carley.......cccceeeveeecunennnee 1975 Connie McBride........cccuvreennee. 2003
Janet CooK.....uuevvvureeinnneneennns 2006 Rose-Marie McCarthy.............. 1987
Hattie Eherer ......ccuueeeeeeeenn.e. 1991 Aurore McCleary ..................... 2006
Gwen Elliott.........ccceeeeveeennnnn. 2024 Barbara McDonald................... 2005
June Fuller .......ccccvvveiveiiennnnnns 2016 Lucille Partington..................... 1997
Mary Heinzlmeir..................... 2006 Lynne Persson........ccccceeeeeneeenn. 2005
Pamela Hill............ccovveennnnnne.e. 1997 Donna Prevost........cccccveeeennneee. 2011
Mary Hunt ......cccoeeevveeeeveeennen. 2025 Jean Reader.......ccouvveeeevvreeennnes 2014
Dorothy Johansen..................... 2011 Linda VandenBerg.................... 2024
Rebecca (Becky) Kallal.............. 2002 Mary-Lou Veeken..................... 2006

Mourning the loss of Life Member Mary Anne Warren

January 13, 1932 — April 14, 2026

Eternal rest grant unto Mary Anne, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon her.




10.

Standing Rules for the 79t Annual
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Convention

Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall be the parliamentary authority in all cases not
covered by the Constitution & Bylaws of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, in
particular the handling of resolutions and motions.

Each person attending the convention shall register at the registration desk and shall be
required to wear the official convention name tag for admission to all meetings.

Voting members include: Voting delegates (the five diocesan presidents or designates) who
may vote on all questions; Accredited delegates (provincial officers, honorary life members,
life members, two from each diocese, one from each parish) who may vote on all questions
except election of officers, amendments to the Constitution & Bylaws, and increase in per
capita fees.

Voting by registered members shall be by voting card only, which is issued upon registration.

Motions and amendments must be submitted in writing to the secretary, signed by the
mover and seconder. Only Voting and Accredited delegates may move or second a motion.

The member presenting a resolution or main motion may speak for a maximum of three
minutes and, when discussion on the resolution or main motion is to be concluded, that
member or her designate may have a further two minutes for closing comments, if desired.

Any person may speak only once to any motion for a maximum of two minutes (unless
permission is granted by the assembly by a 2/3 vote without debate).

Upon recognition by the Chair, non-voting CWL members and spiritual advisors may ask
questions in discussion or speak to any motion, but they may not introduce motions or vote.
When time is of the essence, voting members shall be given priority to speak over non-voting
members.

Those wishing to speak shall take a place in line at the microphone(s) and, upon being
recognized by the Chair, state their name, delegate status, council, and diocese.

No materials shall be distributed or displayed at the convention without prior approval of
the Alberta Mackenzie Provincial President.

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book
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9:00 a.m.

9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

11:45 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

1:15 p.m.

2:15 p.m.

2:45 p.m.

4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Friday, June 5, 2026
Pre-Convention Gathering (Draft)

Welcome

Acknowledgement of Treaty Lands

Morning Spiritual

Opening Remarks and Introductions

Presentation: Joanne Guthrie — “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren”
Health Break

Workshop: Letter Writing — “Ignite Your Passion — Empower Your Voice”
Collection/Disbursement Discussion

Announcements / Angelus / Grace

Lunch (Prepaid Ticket Holders)

Gathering Prayer

Presentation: Glenda Carson, National Vice President — “Called to Serve:
Leadership in the League”

Health Break

Joanne Chiasson — “Ignite Your Passion, Empower His Mission: Stepping
Boldly into the Life God Designed for You”

Registration Report/ Announcements / Closing Prayer
Dinner at St. Joseph’s Parish (Prepaid Ticket Holders)
Opening Ceremonies — St. Joseph’s Parish

Eucharistic Celebration — St. Joseph’s Parish
Wine & Cheese Reception to follow in the hall

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book 12



Saturday, June 6, 2026
Annual Meeting of Members - Agenda (Draft)

8:30 a.m.
1.  Memorial Service for Deceased Members
2. Call to Order
Acknowledgment of Treaty Lands
Welcome and Introductions
3 Notice of the Annual Convention and Meeting
4 Roll Call
5 Credentials Report
6.  Recognition of first time Provincial Convention Attendees
7 Approval of Standing Rules
8 Approval of Agenda
9 Approval of Minutes of the 78% Annual Convention 2025
10. Correspondence
11. Report from Pre-Convention Meeting
12.  Collection/Disbursement Decision

10:00 a.m. Health Break
10:15 a.m. Business Meeting Continues

13.  Reports:

President — Betsy Fletcher
Vice-President — Jan Myhre

Secretary — Janet MacPhee

Treasurer — Celine Berlinguette
Past-President — Mary Hunt

Spiritual Advisor — Bishop Gary Franken
Faith — Mary Molloy

Service — Lola Alsmo

Social Justice — Renee Spohn

2028 National Convention — Cathy Bouchard/June Fuller

@ te e T

10:45 a.m. Presentation - Bishop Gary Franken, Provincial Spiritual Advisor - "Dilexi Te"
(Pope Leo's Apostolic Exhortation: On Love for the Poor): Discover Your Way to
Holiness

11:55 a.m. Announcements /Angelus / Grace
Lunch (pre-paid ticket holders)

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book 13



1:00 p.m. Reconvening Prayer

1:15 p.m. Presentation — Glenda Carson, National Vice President — “From Member to
Mission: Finding My Place in the CWL”

1:30 p.m. Business Meeting Continues

14.  Reports Continue
15. Diocesan Presidents Reports

a. Calgary — Theresa Duncan

b. Edmonton —Lara Bechtel

C. Grouard-McLennan — Sandi Belangér

d. Mackenzie Fort Smith — Mary Ann Dayagbill
e. St. Paul —Dianna Parenteau

16. Life Member Liaison Report — Mary Hunt
2:30 p.m. Health Break

2:45 p.m. New Business:

1.  National Instructed Votes — Constitution & Bylaws Amendments

2. Invitation to 106t National Convention Halifax, NS, August 9 — 12,
2026

3. Invitation to 8oth Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Convention -

Mackenzie Fort Smith Diocese — June 4 — 5, 2027
4, Election of ABMK Officers
5. Other Business to come forward

4:00 p.m.

Registration Report
Announcements

Closing Spiritual

Adjournment / Retiring of Flags

S

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book 14
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Isaiah 6:8

Ella Clark C

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book




Alberta Mackenzie Provincial President - Betsy Fletcher
Annual Report

Diocesan Presidents:

Calgary: Kathleen Winter
Edmonton: Jean Ashdown
Grouard McLennan: Linda Vandenberg
Mackenzie Fort Smith: Shirley Guiterrez
St. Paul: Annette deBoer

It’s been a great year! Your reports were a pleasure to read. You have accomplished so much in
the past year.

Members continue to support their parishes by participating in many ministries. We have used
our gifts as sacristans, sacramental prep team members, working with children’s liturgy, as
lectors, greeters, offering to host coffee after Mass, catering funeral lunches, assisting with the
RCIA process and many behind the scenes activities. We are a visible presence in our parishes.

Councils have been active in the community as well. Some have hosted blood donation drives,
volunteered at local food banks, supported women’s shelters, welcomed and assisted refugees to
our communities, helped at soup kitchens, collected warm clothing for those in need, and many
more activities. Our project to create handmade quilts for youth in Campus Based Healing
Treatment Centers was completed in December. Our members really came through sharing
their gifts of needle work.

We have just finished up on the second year of our National Theme “Here I Am Lord, Send
Me!”. Tt was a great theme, and we continued to explore it with gusto. The theme prayer was
used at our monthly meetings, as well as during our Provincial weekly Zoom rosary. Mental
health issues were explored and councils invited guest speakers to help educate us. This focus
has given us many opportunities to learn and understand how we can support those who are
struggling. Empathy and compassion are key to helping our fellow human beings.

Members are taking the opportunity to grow in their faith. Councils held retreats, attended
prayer services such as World Day of Prayer and the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, and in
this Jubilee Year of Mercy, took part in pilgrimages to nearby Holy Doors and shrines, and some
even travelled to Rome to visit Holy sites there. Some councils showed their love and
appreciation to their deceased members by serving as honour guards at funerals. They
participated in rosary walks and open-air Masses at grottos. A spiritual bouquet was organized
by our Faith Chair, Mary Molloy and presented to Archbishop Richard Smith on the occasion of
his re-assignment to the Archdiocese of Vancouver.

The R3 to 1 Unity! project was introduced to councils but was unfortunately under-utilized.
Clearly, we need to work harder to have this project presented to all councils. Similarly, the D2L
Brightspace had very little uptake. It is the opinion of some councils that more promotion and
information is needed for these two educational opportunities. Leadership issues continue to be
a problem for some councils. Taking the time to participate in R3 to 1 Unity! and D2L
Brightspace would certainly help our members with this issue. An initiative of some of our

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book 16



councils invites members to attend Zoom meetings entitled “How does your Council...?” Having
members share what works for them is well worth the time.

Our province was present with our banners at the Annual March for Life Mass and Rally this
past May. It was gratifying to see so many of our MLAs also come out of their offices, if only to
respectfully listen to the presentations made by survivors of attempted abortions and from the
many faith groups who were present. We did our best to be heard over the voices of the counter
protesters.

Our Meeting with the Alberta Government went well. We met with the Honourable Adrianna
LaGrange, Minister of Primary and Preventative Health Services and discussed several of our
concerns, including: Resolutions 2025.06 Equitable Support for Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren; 2025.04 Conscience Rights for Healthcare Workers and Providers; 2025.05
Planned Parenthood Resources on Alberta Government and AHS Supported Websites; and as
usual, we again brought to the attention of the Alberta Government the need for an Independent
Seniors’ Advocate. The opportunity to hand-deliver a letter to the Honourable Jason Nixon,
Minister of Assisted Living and Social Services, was too good to pass up.

We have had many councils celebrating milestones! There were council anniversaries from 30
years to 100 years! Service pins were presented to members that went up as far as 65 years as a
member, three in one council!

Our councils also took the time in their reports to comment on issues they are facing. With a
wide range of ages in some councils, meeting the needs of everyone can sometimes be a
challenge. There were also concerns about the cost of attending conventions, especially at the
National level. Councils are reminded that they do not have to participate in all of the initiatives
that come to us. Participate in those that you can take on within your membership. Having said
that, please try to join in any educational programs that you can.

Keep up the great work, my CWL Sisters!

Respectfully submitted
Betsy Fletcher, President
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

_ ___..-*fr__-"‘x\_ W
THEET N
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Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Vice-President - Jan Myhre
Annual Report

Diocesan Vice-Presidents:

Calgary: Theresa Duncan
Edmonton: Lara Bechtel
Grouard-McLennan: Sandi Bélanger
Mackenzie-Ft. Smith: Mary Ann Dayagpbill
St. Paul: Dianna Parenteau
Membership

Membership remains an area of both focus and reflection. Some dioceses experienced modest
growth, while others noted slight declines; collectively, Alberta Mackenzie experienced a slight
decrease in 2025, a total of 7,851 a decline of 14 members. Councils range widely in size and
capacity, yet all share a common commitment to sustaining vibrant communities of faith. While
numbers are often a concern, there is a growing awareness that our primary focus must remain
on the women present within our councils—supporting one another in faith, fostering
meaningful relationships, and trusting in God’s plan for the League. As we are reminded, this is
not our League, but His.

Membership Drives and Recruitment Strategies

Recruitment, retention, and leadership development continue to be key priorities. Many
councils report challenges in finding members willing to step into executive roles, with some
struggling to fill even essential positions. At the same time, innovative approaches are emerging.
Membership drives held later in the year, the use of promotional materials, and personal
invitations have shown positive results. A significant insight emerging across dioceses is the
need for flexibility in how councils gather and operate. Traditional meeting structures are not
always feasible or necessary. Many councils are finding success in simpler formats centered on
faith, fellowship, and service, without the pressure of formal agendas. These gatherings continue
to fulfill the core mission of the League while meeting members where they are.

National Initiatives

The survey highlights encouraging engagement with national initiatives and growing openness
to support. While not all councils have yet connected with the R3 to 1, Unity! Task Force, those
who have are very receptive. Members who have utilized D2L Brightspace gave strong positive
feedback, showing great potential as a valuable learning resource, however it is under utilized.
Many councils are also actively promoting the national website and using tools like the Welcome
Program to support recruitment efforts.

A central focus across our dioceses was the growth, retention, and engagement of members.
While some dioceses experienced modest growth—such as an increase of 0.6% to 3,705
members—others saw slight declines, highlighting the ongoing challenge of sustaining
membership. Across all regions, the most significant concerns remain the recruitment of new
members, particularly younger women, and the difficulty in filling leadership roles. Many
councils report that women are already deeply involved in parish life and family responsibilities,
which can limit their availability for formal CWL participation. Despite these challenges,

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book
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councils continue to demonstrate resilience, creativity, and a deep commitment to the League’s
mission.

Efforts to address these challenges have included membership drives, the use of promotional
resources such as national “Inspire” videos, parish buddy systems, and opportunities for
connection through workshops and Zoom gatherings. Initiatives like “How Does Your
Council...” sessions and regional workshops have created valuable spaces for sharing ideas,
fostering fellowship, and learning practical approaches to membership and leadership. There is
also a growing recognition of the importance of nurturing future generations through initiatives
like the Catholic Girls League, encouraging an intergenerational vision of the League’s future.

At the heart of all reports is a strong spiritual foundation. Councils remain active in faith,
service, and social justice, participating in conventions, pilgrimages, Jubilee Year activities, and
parish ministries. Members continue to support one another and their communities through
prayer, charitable works, and advocacy. Even in councils with fewer members or less formal
structures, the spirit of fellowship, faith-sharing, and service remains vibrant. There is a clear
sense that the strength of the League lies not only in numbers, but in the faith and dedication of
its members.

Faith remains at the heart of all that we do. Members across the dioceses demonstrate deep
commitment through prayer, participation in the sacraments, pilgrimages, and parish life. The
Jubilee Year inspired increased spiritual engagement, with many responding generously to
opportunities for prayer and pilgrimage. In both large urban centers and geographically vast
northern regions, members continue to embody the call, “Here I am, Lord, send me,” serving
with dedication and joy.

Respectfully submitted
Jan Myhre, Vice President
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council
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to the following councils who
reached significant anniversaries
last year
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Years Edmonton Diocese (Cont’d) Years
Calgary Diocese
St. George — Hanna 30 St. Alphonsus — Edmonton 75
St. Paul — Airdrie 35 St. Anthony — Edmonton 75
Holy Spirit — Calgary 40 St. Charles — Mearns 75
St. Thomas More — Calgary 45 St. Mary — Provost 75
St. Bonaventure — Calgary 50 Our Lady of Grace — Castor 100
St. Luke — Calgary 60 St. Stephen — Olds 100
St. Basil — Lethbridge 75 St. Anne of the Prairies — Trochu 100
St. Mary — Beiseker 95
St. Francis de Sales — High River 100 Grouard McLennan Diocese Years
St. John the Baptist - McLennan 75

Edmonton Diocese Years
St. Thomas More — Edmonton 30 Mackenzie Fort Smith Diocese Years
Holy Family — St. Albert 35 Assumption — Hay River 60
Annunciation — Edmonton 65 St. Joseph — Fort Smith 70
St. Margaret — Rimbey 65
St. Matthew — Rocky Mountain House 65 St. Paul Diocese Years
St. Anthony — Drayton Valley 70 St. Isadore — Plamondon 50
Assumption — Resurrection — Edmonton 70 St. Alphonsus — Boyle 65
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Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Secretary - Janet MacPhee
Annual Report

Diocesan Secretaries / Communications:

Calgary: Gail Poshtar / Dorothy Boras
Edmonton: Gail Seitz-Gratton
Grouard-McLennan: Donna Prevost
Mackenzie-Fort Smith: Lea Barbosa Leclerc

St. Paul: Sherry Sikora

For 2025, all five dioceses within the Alberta Mackenzie Council reported having a secretary. For
communications, three of the five reported that the secretary handles most of the communication,
for one diocese the president handled the communication with her councils, and one diocese has a
dedicated communications chair. Two of the diocesan councils also have a webmaster for their
websites and one diocesan council, St. Paul, has been able to springboard their CWL information
off the Diocese of St. Paul website.

From our Diocesan Secretaries/Communications (selected):
Edmonton:

The Secretary is a vital part of the organization. The Secretary is the keeper of the
minutes/motions and other communication between National, Provincial, Diocesan and
member councils. This information / communication becomes part of the CWL’s history and is
archived for further council access. To this end it is important to continue to record the business
and other information of the council and pass this information to the members as needed.
Mackenzie-Fort Smith:

Information is sent to each council and even when received, there are times when
problems still occur, but we do our best. I always encourage members to check the National and
provincial websites to gain up to date information and to join zoom meetings, webinars that is
being offered to members.

St. Paul:

In 2025, I collaborated with Marie-Anne at the Diocese of St. Paul office to add
information to the Diocese of St. Paul CWL webpage. Updates included links to National and
Provincial CWL websites, the Diocese of St. Paul CWL roster with email contact information,
communiqués and reports, and officer biographies. Communication with councils was
conducted primarily by email, sent by either the Secretary or President. Life members without
email access received reports by mail. Officers maintained contact with assigned parish buddies,
reaching out at least three times annually, typically prior to meetings
Grouard McLennan:

Regular weekly/monthly emails to council presidents and executive reminding them of
upcoming deadlines, programs and diocesan activities. Write ups for the diocesan newsletter,
ABMK Newsletter and the Northern Light Magazine on 2025 highlights of our diocesan CWL
activities.

Calgary:

As the Diocesan Secretary, I have the following responsibilities... The first is to record

and file all reports with minutes of meetings and to share these with the membership. All
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councils take minutes and most councils review and archive their minutes. The secretary calls
the roll at every meeting and keep the roster up to date.

Communication in Calgary Diocese is a team effort. Communications from the Calgary Diocesan
Council include the News Bulletin, weekly emails, website and CWL Facebook page. Weekly
emails are sent out to diocesan officers, Honorary Life Members, parish presidents (Past and
Present), Past Diocesan officers, Regional Chairs, and the webmaster.

From the National Annual Survey: (selected)

How are your members informed about resources available on the national website? (top 3
reported here)

- email at 86%

- meetings at 79%

- word of mouth 56%

The national website has many resources for members. Select the statement that most
reflects your practices:

- I consult the national website periodically — 57%

- I consult the national website twice a year — 11%

- Ido not visit the national website — 15%

Communications now fall under council secretaries’ duties. Please check the option that
applies to your role:

- Thave another member or subcommittee to help - 65%

- I'have no help — 35%

Minutes are a vital resource to track council activities and keep the council history. Please
check all statements that apply:

- Minutes are always taken — 99%

- Minutes are always reviewed and approved by the council members — 91%

- Minutes are archived — 86%

- A minute book is kept — 83%

- No minutes are taken — 1%

ABMK Secretary:

The National Secretary(s) hosted approximately eight GoTo meetings in 2025 for provincial
secretaries to discuss duties, concerns, and updates from the national level. I found the meetings
very informative and interesting, especially realizing that many concerns are similar regardless
of province size or number of councils.

It was also valuable to learn how other provincial councils communicate with diocesan and
parish councils. Most provinces maintain websites, supported either by dedicated webmasters or

volunteers, with all striving to keep information current and accessible.

Alberta Mackenzie published a Fall Newsletter in 2025 with the theme “Pilgrims of Hope,”
featuring regular reports along with reflections from officers and the Spiritual Advisor.
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I attended the National Convention in Toronto as a provincial accredited delegate and reported
back to council. A workshop on creating prayers and prayer services was especially meaningful. I
later shared the information with my parish council, where members created prayers and also
explored Al-generated prayers, comparing traditional preparation time with how quickly
programs like ChatGPT could produce them.

Respectfully submitted
Janet MacPhee, Secretary/Communications
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Treasurer — Celine Berlinguette
Annual Report

Diocesan Treasurers:

Calgary: Diane Miedema
Edmonton: Daphne Cheel
Grouard-McLennan: Jeannine Wood
Mackenzie-Fort Smith: Sylvia Masongsong
St. Paul: Rita Fertig

As my term as treasurer for Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council comes to an end, I wish to
express my gratitude to our Diocesan Treasurers for the work and support given to this position.

Once again in 2025, the Parish Council Annual Survey was conducted. Ninety-four Councils
responded to the survey which equates to 66.6% of all Councils. The following chart reflects the
results of the survey.

% of Respondents

Prepare Annual Budgets 63%
Present an annual comparative budget (previous year and actual year) 48%
Prepare and present a monthly cash flow statement. 93%
Council has clear financial policy for fundraising and spending 78%
Adherence to League Financial policy for Councils who have investments 45%
Unaware of the League Financial Policies 55%
Books examined/viewed audited at least every two years 68%
Council refers to the National Manual of Policies and Procedures when 85%
seeking clarification or advice

Every year our parish CWL Councils raise funds to support their favorite charities at the local,
national and international levels. In 2025, our Diocesan Councils reported that a total of
$236,888.00 was raised and donated to various charities. It is unfortunate that several of our
Parish CWL Councils did not report their donations to their Diocesan Councils. Our Parish
Councils do good work and support many causes, so please send your reports into your Diocesan
Council at year end, so that your works can be reflected in the annual report.

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council also has a “Voluntary Fund” that supports two purposes.
Nickels for the North supports our sisters in the North with the high cost of travel. In 2025,
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$7,362.00 was sent to the Mackenzie -Fort Smith Diocesan CWL Council. The second fund is for
the Alberta March for Life. The March is held every year in the month of May, and it promotes
our pro-life position from conception to natural death. An amount of $800.00 was sent to
Alberta March for Life in 2025.

Liability Insurance has caused concerns for our membership this past year as it seemed as if we
were overpaying for services provided. However, after further investigation, consultations with
our National Secretary — Treasurer Alice Noble we gained a better understanding of our liability
insurance coverage and costs. There are three levels of insurance:
v Parish Council level - $0.50 per member paid at registration
v Provincial and Diocesan voting delegates - $0.81 per voting executive. (was paid by the
Provincial Council in 2025, however in 2026 the invoices were sent to each Diocesan
Council for payment)
v" Provincial Council pays the blanket coverage insurance from (Patill/St. James) now
under new management — ONE Insurance. This policy was $1,920.00 for 2025 and was
paid by the Provincial Council.

Did you know that Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council has an Endowment Fund at Newman
Theological College? In 1992, the CWL- Alberta Mackenzie Council Endowment Fund at
Newman Theological College was founded, for the purpose of assisting in the education of the
laity. The direction of the fund is that the interest earned on the fund be used to help pay for the
salary of an instructor(s) involved in the education of the laity. This agreement was signed
February 27, 1992, by Agnes Bedard, Alberta Mackenzie President and Father D. Macdonald,
Newman Theological College. The Financial year for the Foundation is from August 1, 2024, to
July 31%t, 2025. Listed below is the financial status of the fund as of July 315, 2025.

Alberta Mackenzie CWL Endowment Fund #2605

Investment Earnings $7,497.12
Distributions (this is a set amount each year) $ 5,707.46
Retained Investment Income $ 24,364.14
Capital $114,148.66
Balance at July 31, 2025 $138,512.80

I am grateful for having had the opportunity to serve on the Alberta Mackenzie Provincial
Council and give “thanks” to all my CWL Sisters for their support, kindness and friendship.

Respectfully submitted
Celine Berlinguette, Treasurer

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

T can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; together we can do
great things.” ~ Mother Teresa
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Financial Statements - Year Ended December 31, 2025

ALBERTA MACKENZIE COUNCIL
OF THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE OF CANADA

DECEMBER 31, 2025
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

(COMPILATION ENGAGEMENT REPORT)
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WALTER H. RYL* PP

ELEPHONE: 780-623-3463 C L: 780-52(
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT EMALI ! I-I..“,- l@te .I 5 i, 't

COMPILATION ENGAGEMENT REPORT

On the basis of information provided by management, I
have compiled the balance sheet of ALBERTA MACKENZIE
COUNCIL OF THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA as at
DECEMBER 31, 2025, and the statement of income and
retained earnings for the year then ended, and Note 1
which describes the basis of accounting applied in the
preparation of the compiled financial information.

Management is responsible for the accompanying
financial information, including accuracy and
completeness of the underlying information used to
compile it and the selection of the basis of
accounting.

I performed the engagement in accordance with Canadian
Standard on Related Services (CSRS) 4200, Compilation
Engagements, which requires me to comply with relevant
ethical requirements. My responsibility is to assist
management in the preparation of financial
information.

I did not perform an audit engagement or a review
engagement, nor was I required to perform procedures
to verify the accuracy or completeness o©of the
information provided by management. Accordingly, I do
not express an audit opinion or a review conclusion,
or provide any form of assurance on the financial

plote 1/

Lac La Biche, Alberta CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT
March 18, 2026
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ALBERTA MACKENZIE COUNCIL

OF THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA

FINANCIAL POSITION
2025

AS AT DECEMBER 31,

(COMPILATION ENGAGEMENT REPORT)

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash
Term Deposits
Prepaid expenses

LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts pavable

NET ASSETS

NET ASSETS

APPROVED ON BEHALF OF THE EOARD:

P i g

[Lidenly I B2 fevt e A Director

ﬁ//{ﬁ% ). Director
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STATEMENT 1

2025 2024

g 36,239 42,201
105,371 101,808
1265 1,317

S 148,575 152,326
S s o 1,155
148,420 2531171

S 148, 575 152,326
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STATEMENT 2
ALBERTA MACKENZIE COUNCIL
OF THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA
OPERATIONS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025
(COMPILATION ENGAGEMENT REPORT)

2025 2024
REVENUE
Provincial per capita assessment $ 47,364 § 49,822
Provincial convention 13,555 18,805
Support for the North 7,362 4,249
Interest 4,194 5,465
Provincial convention mass collection 1,576 1,855
74,051 80,196
EXPENDITURES
Travel meetings and conventions 38,761 33,506
Provincial convention 15,754 23,035
Support for the North 7,362 4,249
National convention 5,455 2,024
Insurance 2,148 1,895
Provincial convention mass collection 1,576 1,855
Training and conferences 1,285 600
Office, administration, postage 1,089 265
Awards and gifts 953 1,209
Professional fees 788 788
Advertising and promotion 589 766
Memberships 526 -
Special projects 253 54
Donations 150 9,531
Interest and bank charges 75 ' 268
Videos, books, materials 38 1,534
Miscellaneous = 20
76,802 81,639
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER
EXPENDITURES FROM OPERATIONS S (2,751)8 (1., 443)
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STATEMENT 3
ALBERTA MACKENZIE COUNCIL
OF THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA
CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025
(COMPILATION ENGAGEMENT REPORT)

2025 2024
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING & 151,171 S 152,614
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF
REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES (2;751) (1,443)
NET ASSETS, CLOSING S 148,420 $ 151,171

ALBERTA MACKENZIE COUNCIL
OF THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'’S LEAGUE OF CANADA
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025
(COMPILATION ENGAGEMENT REPORT)

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICY

The basis of accounting applied in the preparation of the
balance sheet of Alberta Mackenzie Council of The Catholic
Women's League of Canada and the income statement and
changes in net assets for the year then ended is on the
historical costs basis, reflecting cash transactions with

the addition of:

- accounts payable and accrued liabilities

—E T =N
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Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Past President - Mary Hunt
Annual Report

Diocesan Past Presidents:

Calgary: Renee Spohn
Edmonton: Clover Oryschak
Grouard-McLennan: Lucille Partington
Mackenzie-Fort Smith: Sheila Domingo
St. Paul: Kathryn Bourque

Past Presidents entered the second year of their terms with a focus on archives, the National
Policy & Procedure Manual, recruitment methods and they chaired the Elections Committee in
their diocese. A response in the Calgary Diocese was the development of a Becoming a
Diocesan Officer” workshop to work with the women on their eligibility list.

The National CWL Survey for 2025 indicated that councils did not find the National Policy &
Procedure Manual needed changes. Election recruitment methods focused on contact with
members, and presentations. Councils looked to Past Presidents for shared knowledge of the C
& B, P & P and best practices. Councils reported that when the position of Past Present is
vacant, their mentoring role of providing valuable advice and assistance is missed.

Diocesan past presidents continue to be valuable in helping struggling councils and the League
to grow. They contributed not only to their areas of responsibility but shared of their time and
talent wherever necessary. Flexibility was one of their great strengths as they supported current
diocesan presidents wherever needed. Mentorship/consultation, archives, history books,
Constitution and By-Laws, council manuals, elections all comprised the areas of responsibility
for past presidents. The diocesan past presidents reported that most of their work was
concentrated around mentorship and consultation. They were asked to help parish council past
presidents with instructed voting, guided new officers in their roles, and helped some councils
embrace the new committee structure. They often filled in wherever necessary as many councils
did not have full executives.

This year past year, the R3 to 1 Unity Committee was introduced led by Judy Look (Calgary),
Cathy Bouchard (Edmonton), Maryann Dayagbil (Mackenzie Fort Smith), Donna Prevost
(Grouard McLennan), and Kathryn Bourque (St. Paul). I serve as the ABMK Lead. The plan is to
reintroduce the program in the Fall with new ideas from our League Sisters in B.C. and are
experiencing great success.

Mentoring and consultation continue to be part of the work of the provincial past president.
Keeping in touch with the greater Catholic community is an important role. Some ways for me,
include serving as my council’s Faith Chair, as a member of the National Social Justice
Committee where I was invited to write an article which will be published in the Spring Issue of
the League Magazine, as ABMK Life Member Liaison, as a member of the Edmonton Sign of
Hope Campaign Board, as Lector Lead at my Parish and other community involvements. As
Past Presidents we understand that our future depends on making the League a priority and
raising awareness of our footprint in the community at large.
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Past Presidents reported that they are good about keeping council histories updated with
Archives including minutes; annual reports; deceased member lists; financial information;
encouraging history books as well encouraging councils to have a secure place for their archives.
Some diocesan past presidents helped with understanding the Constitutions and By-laws, the
instructed vote process and developing a parish council policy manual. To build community,
Mackenzie Fort Smith introduced two new parish events.

Past Presidents strive to make faith, service and social justice come alive and effective in their
work and service for God and Canada, responding wholeheartedly to the call, “Hear I am
Lord, Send me”.

Respectfully submitted
Mary Hunt, Past President
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council
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Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Faith Chair - Mary Molloy
Annual Report

Diocesan Faith Standing Committee Chairs:

Calgary: Margaret Inkster
Edmonton: Celina Curtis
Grouard-McLennan: Sr. Connie Harkin, SSND
Mackenzie-Fort Smith: Cecilia Boyd

St. Paul: Anita Gauthier

Spiritual development lies at the heart of the League. It is not merely one activity among many,
but the foundation upon which all service and social justice efforts are built. The annual report
survey highlighted the central role of prayer in the life of parish councils - something that
distinctly sets the CWL apart from other service organizations.

The Ordinary Jubilee Year 2025, Pilgrims of Hope, provided a meaningful opportunity for
members to embark on a spiritual journey. Councils were called to both seek out signs of hope
and become visible signs of hope themselves. Nearly 80% of councils participated directly by
visiting pilgrimage sites within their dioceses, traveling to Rome, deepening their prayer life, or
practicing the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. Many described this holy year as a time of
renewal, rediscovering hope through encounters with the sacred.

Councils also demonstrated strong support for female vocations within the Church. Members
engaged as associates of religious orders, supported the Carmelite Monastery, hosted speakers
on the contributions of religious women, and attended retreats at centers such as FCJ in Calgary
and Providence Centre in Edmonton. Some councils sponsored CWL memberships for novices
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and consecrated women religious, while many provided financial support to religious
communities.

Approximately 80% of councils participated in ecumenical or interfaith initiatives. Most took
part in the World Day of Prayer, organized by the Women's Inter-Church Council of Canada.
Participation was also noted in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, the March for Life (49%
of councils), and initiatives such as the 12 Hours of Prayer for Hospice and Palliative Care, the
Red Sand Ceremony for Human Trafficking awareness, and 40 Days for Life and Life Chain
events.

When asked to describe engaging spiritual activities, councils reported a wide and inspiring
range: retreats; guest speakers such as Leah Perrault and Dr. Linda Dudar; interfaith prayer
services; CWL anniversary celebrations; hosting and praying with seminarians; and devotion to
the rosary, including multilingual living rosaries. The ABMK Provincial Council's weekly Zoom
rosary was also noted as a valued initiative. Each council reflected its own unique approach to
spiritual growth.

Looking ahead to 2026, councils expressed anticipation for a variety of spiritual activities,
including memorials for deceased members, Stations of the Cross, parish retreats, and the
installation of Archbishop Stephen Hero. Pilgrimages to sites such as Skaro and Our Lady of the
Rockies were also highlighted, along with participation in National Indigenous Peoples Day.
Several councils plan to begin Bible studies, including one using Fr. Timothy Gallagher's book A
Biblical Way of Praying the Mass. As a pro-life organization, councils remain committed to
upholding the dignity of all individuals, with pro-life activities continuing to be a strong focus.

Two important diocesan initiatives not captured in the annual survey should be recognized: the
dedication of the stained-glass window at Sacred Heart Parish of the First Peoples, donated by
the Edmonton Diocesan Council, and the establishment of the Katherine Hughes CWL Bursary
for women studying at Newman Theological College.

League resources continue to strengthen collaboration between Provincial and Diocesan Chairs.
In 2025, the three Provincial Standing Committee Chairs co-hosted joint meetings with their
diocesan counterparts. Together, they developed a workshop for the 2025 ABMK Provincial
Convention titled Compassion, Support, and Action, demonstrating how collaboration across
committees can address issues such as homelessness. These Zoom meetings also fostered deeper
relationships, providing opportunities to pray together, share faith experiences, and discuss
service and social justice initiatives grounded in faith.

While the annual report offers only a snapshot of council activities, it is clear that the depth of
faith within our communities extends far beyond what can be documented. We are continually
called to grow in faith and to witness to the love of God through ministry and service.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Molloy, Faith Standing Committee Chair
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council
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Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Service Chair - Lola Alsmo
Annual Report

Diocesan Service Standing Committee Chairs:

Calgary: Anthea Berdan
Edmonton: Nicole Favis

Grouard McLennan: Lynne Oe

Mackenzie Fort Smith: Rosalinda de Guzman
St. Paul: Lola Alsmo

This report is compiled from the responses to the Annual Survey, submitted throughout the five
Dioceses that make up this Province and Territory, with additional information included from
the annual reporting of our Diocesan Service chairs. Ninety-four councils completed the survey
and answered some or all of the questions relating to Service. This is identical to the number
completing in 2024.

More than half of the reporting councils took part in, or encouraged support for activity related
to Homelessness (59%) and Human Trafficking (55%) while 43% of councils did so for activities
related to Active Living for Seniors, and Welcoming Refugees and Migrants. Other activities
included Mental Health Awareness (25%). Intimate Partner/Family Violence (24%), and Blood
Donation drives (13%), 22% of the reporting councils listed activities not included in the
summary, in particular support of food banks, food hampers, pro-life activities and
organizations, and support of Grandparents raising Grandchildren.

Almost two-thirds of reporting councils supported, promoted or participated in initiatives
related to Catholic or continuing education such as the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults,
while over half (56%) did so for evangelization or missionary work. A small number, 7%, were
involved in starting or promoting a Catholic Girls’ League. Other initiatives reported by councils
included support for seminarians, outreach activities, the new Sacramental Preparation, and a
wide variety of prayer, education, and renewal efforts across the 5 Dioceses.

Over two-thirds of reporting councils actively promoted or supported fundraising efforts led by
Development and Peace and Catholic Missions in Canada. Coady Institute was supported by
41% of reporting councils, and CNEWA Canada by 27%. Only 4 of the reports included support
or promotion of the Catholic Women’s Leadership Foundation.

Councils were also asked whether they supported or distributed resources related to activities
specific to the Liturgical seasons. Three quarters of our reporting councils supported, celebrated
or shared information related to feast days or Catholic observances. Two thirds of the councils
did so for Lenten charitable activities, and 14% used the Season of Service Advent Calendar.

The ’12 Hours of Palliative Care Toolkit’ was made available to all councils on the National
website. Of the councils who answered this question in the summary, 40 organized or were
involved in a 12 Hours of Prayer’ project. A further 10 councils shared the Prayers among the
members, and 3 provided information or pamphlets in their church. Six councils held adoration
and prayer, and three reported having a Mass said for Palliative Care workers, or improved
access to palliative care.
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There are several special days of recognition promoted by the national Chairperson of Service,
and of these, the most recognized was World Mental Health Day (50% of reporting councils).
Almost of half of the councils who answered this question noted and/or recognized National
Family and Life Week in May, and World Day of the Poor in November. National Seniors’ Day
was noted by 38% of reporting councils, and 22% noted or recognized the National Day of
Remembrance on Violence Against Women. There was minimal recognition reported for
National Children’s Hospice and Palliative Care Day.

Across the province and territory, there are councils promoting and participating in many
service activities not captured in the online summary. Service efforts continue through
fundraising and the support of many causes and needs in the various communities, particularly
feeding the hungry through food banks, shelters, school lunch programs, and soup kitchens.

Where there is need, people are clothed through donations to shelters, thrift stores, refugee
services and community programs. Council members provide nourishment at parish functions,
special events, and funerals, and recognition including gifts to those receiving Sacraments.
Fundraising is also happening to support education needs, and special camps, like Our Lady of
Victory and Camp St. Louis. Many members serve as sacristans, lectors, musicians, greeters,
and cleaners in their home parishes.

The Alberta-Mackenzie resolution from 2025, on funding for Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren, has stimulated efforts to help with funding and prayer for this specific topic.

In every parish where the League is present, Catholic Women are serving their brothers and
sisters in Christ to the best of their ability. God Bless you all!

Respectfully submitted, all for the Glory of God,
Lola Alsmo, Service Standing Committee Chair
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council
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Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Social Justice Chair - Renee Spohn
Annual Report

Diocesan Social Justice Standing Committee Chairs:

Calgary: Kim Walker
Edmonton: Evelyn Dunne
Grouard-McLennan: Christine Becher
Mackenzie-Fort Smith: Barb McDonald
St. Paul: Sylvia Ellison

Dear Sisters,

The Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council is blessed to have five diocesan councils each with
their own unique Social Justice Chairperson. Our members were called to action! They were
engaged, equipped, and worked tirelessly for Social Justice. Recently, they responded promptly
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to address Bill C-9, an Act to amend the Criminal Code (hate propaganda, hate crime, and access
to religious and cultural places).

This report includes information from each chairperson about their diocese’s initiatives and the
2025 Annual Survey results. It highlights a passion to advocate for those most in need, giving us
hope. They focused on Sanctity of Life, Homelessness, Human Trafficking, Care for Creation,
and Truth and Reconciliation.

Almost 100% of councils took a stand and were a strong voice for the Sanctity of Life. They were
diligent in their activism regarding Bill C-218, advocated for senior’s rights, and palliative care.
Members touched lives with their powerful daily prayers, support for young parents, and by
sharing their experience journeying with a loved one until their natural death.

Councils participated in the urgent letter writing and petition campaign regarding
recommendations 429 and 430 the protection for charitable status of pro-life and religious
organization and recommendation 21 expansion of medical assistance in dying (MAiD) to
include advanced directives. Almost all councils, 90% circulated the information to members
and 50% wrote letters and 35% filed the petition.

Homelessness remained a priority; councils donated to shelters and food banks, members
prepared meals, collected clothes and goods, and met with people living on the streets. Also,
councils campaigned to have affordable housing in their communities.

Councils were committed in their efforts to Care for God’s Creation, 52% promoted and
participated in sustainable or eco friendly practices. Climate awareness information was
provided by 23%. Few councils, 16% used the National Earth Day toolkit, however, they
attended Earth Day events and were engaged with Development & Peace.

Member’s knowledge increased as 42% of councils attended the National webinar, “Finding
Hope in the Fight Against Human Trafficking. More councils participated in the Feast Day of St.
Josephine Bakhita, held a Red Sands Ceremony, and provided supplies for the I'm Worth it Now
(IWIN) backpacks to assist people who escaped from human trafficking. In addition, this year
blue lights shone from the Calgary Tower and Edmonton High Level Bridge on February 22nd.

The National webinar, “Walking Together with our Indigenous Sisters was attended by 29%. To
build relationships with their Indigenous sisters, some members had a meal or tea, celebrated
Mass together or made a pilgrimage to a Marian Shrine together. For Truth & Reconciliation
they welcomed Elders and Residential School Survivors to share their life stories and joined with
them in the Blanket Exercise.

The National website resources were used, however, about 50% were not aware of the Human
Trafficking and Walking Together webinars mentioned above.

The Annual Survey included three questions about resolutions as follows:

Regarding the four National 2025 resolutions, several councils, 70% planned to explore
Resolution 2025.02 “Defining when a Child becomes a Human Being” and Resolution 2025.04
“Completing the Office of Palliative Care”. Even though the survey indicated less than 20%
would act on Resolution 2025.01 “Creating a Cybercrime Reporting System and 2025.03
“Strengthening Support for Chaplains”, we had several councils report that hosted a fraud and
scams awareness event. Also, many members wrote letters to obtain support for the Military
Chaplains.
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Only 2% of the councils were in the process of drafting a resolution, 24% may attempt it with
more knowledge, and 74% are not interested.

The barriers were 66% had few ideas with limited capacity to research, 43% lacked knowledge
on how to write a resolution, and 29% did not have information as to the next steps to take.

At the 2025 ABMK Provincial Convention six resolutions were adopted, three were sent to the
National Resolutions subcommittee for review. In October 2025, we presented the Independent
Seniors Advocate letter and three ABMK resolutions to Adianna La Grange, Minister of Primary
and Preventive Health Services.

Members are interested to continue their work for Resolution 2025.06: Increased and Equitable
Support for Grandparents raising Grandchildren into the 2026-2028 term. A plan to promote
awareness, network, and form support groups has been developed including a toolkit comprised
of background information, website references, projects for grandparent recognition days, and
resources for Faith, Service, and Social Justice.

Our members are appreciated and their commitment to advocate for those most in need is
valued.

Respectfully submitted,
Renee Spohn, Social Justice Standing Committee Chair
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council
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Alberta Mackenzie Life Member Liaison - Mary Hunt

Annual Report

It was an honor to be invited by Betsy Fletcher to complete the term of Alberta Mackenzie Life
Member Liaison for Ruth Boden who due to health reasons was unfortunately unable to do so.
Please keep Ruth in your prayers. While my term has been brief, these months have afforded me
the opportunity to connect with the Honorary Life Members and Life Members in Alberta
Mackenzie

Alberta Mackenzie is blessed with 4 Honorary Life Members and 31 Life Members. These
members continue to serve their parish, communities and the CWL, even though some have
experienced various health challenges, loss of loved ones, and other challenges. Members served
where needed, by settling refugee families to helping with fundraising to helping countless other
organizations and charities and in their parishes. Our members continue to be a source of
knowledge and support by being involved as Parliamentarians at the various conventions and
serving on the new R3 to 1 Unity Program (Judy Look, Cathy Bouchard, Donna Prevost, Mary
Hunt), serving on National Committees and by presenting workshops.

A Life Membership nominee must meet 20 criteria items that are listed on the National
application forms. This is not an award, but rather a commitment to demonstrate her love for
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the League, her encouragement to others and her ability to participate in study, research,
presentations, workshops, advocacy, to name a few, and be willing to continue to serve the
League on various committees at the National level. This year, I am pleased to share that two
ladies from ABMK received a ‘Life Membership’ in the League. Congratulations to Gladys Brown
(Fort Saskatchewan) and myself, Mary Hunt (Edmonton) which speaks to hard work,
dedication, and love for the League and willingness to continue serving. Great examples of
inspiration and service about our members can be found in the following articles published:
Fran Lucas: https://caedm.ca/building-sisterhood-and-service-in-the-catholic-womens-
league/ and Lucille Partington: https://www.catholicregister.org/item/3189-service-keeps-
lucille-partington-in-good-health

In the fall, Cathy Bouchard was elected a Catholic School Board Trustee in Sylvan Lake. Cathy
Bouchard & June Fuller are co-chairs for the 2028 National Convention being held in
Edmonton. Other Life Members on the organizing committee include Mary-Lou Veeken, Linda
Vandenberg and Mary Hunt.

As provincial Life Member Liaison, I have been the conduit between National Life Member
Liaison, June Brown, and our members in Alberta Mackenzie. June sends out communiques to
share news from across Canada to share with our members. This includes keeping our members
informed about special events and activities, anniversaries, birthdays, loss of loved ones and
requests for prayers of healing and strength as needed.

I have so appreciated connecting with our members either by email or by phone to share
information. I was able to attend the Edmonton Diocesan convention, the Edmonton Regional
meetings, the Alberta Mackenzie Provincial convention and the National Convention in Toronto.

I am grateful for and inspired by the many gifts that members of our League continue to share
with others to help those most in need. May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to bless and
guide you.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Hunt, Alberta Mackenzie Life Member Liaison
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Calgary Diocesan President - Kathleen Winter
Annual Report

Councils Reporting: 27 Councils as of December 2025: 46

The National theme of Here I am Lord, Send Me was the focus of the first two questions with
councils showcasing how the theme was used at the council meetings with retreats, guest
speakers, attending an online webinar and spiritual presentations at meetings. Councils used
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the theme prayer at all meetings and on all correspondence with council members. Most of the
councils focused on the mental health aspect by having mental health speakers, distributing up
to date information as well as attending the Diocesan Convention where two speakers from
Lethbridge Family Services spoke about mental health, discussing how to recognize and help
those with mental health issues and how mental health affects homelessness, job security and
violence.

Two questions were asked about the August 13t letter, the national president
wrote to the prime minister of Canada on behalf of all members expressing
"dismay and concern about the plight of women and children who are living in
appalling conditions in Gaza." The prime minister was urged to press for sustained
humanitarian aid and an end to the ongoing conflict.

Eleven councils were aware of this letter, but only three councils, have spoken out on this issue.

The National board focused on increasing its effectiveness by operating differently
in 2025. One of the changes was sending out communication packages out
quarterly.

Almost all councils reported receiving the quarterly package, found the information timely and
useful and shared the information with their council members.

The annual national convention was held in Toronto in August and featured two
days of educational presentations and workshops, and one day of business. Have
you considered attending a national convention?

Two-thirds of councils have considered attending National Conventions.

If you have attended a national convention, what did you enjoy or would like to see

at a future convention?

e Attendees at National conventions highlighted the inspiring guest speakers, the spirituality
of each day, workshops and the dialogue discussions at the workshops, especially the
resolution workshop.

e They appreciated the ability to connect with and meet new CWL members from across
Canada in workshop discussions but also getting to interact with them at the social events,
provincial dinners and banquets.

e Having access to purchase booklets and prayers that they don’t have access to.

¢ Some members appreciated the reports in written form, rather than sitting through verbal
reports.

¢ One member attended the National Convention virtually as their council members don’t
believe in spending the money to send someone.

¢ One comment from the Toronto Convention was the breakout sessions were not long enough
and suggested having two longer sessions instead of four.

If you have not attended a national convention, what prevents you from attending?

e Cost — overall cost is a significant barrier especially when conventions are held far away and
during peak travel summer seasons.

¢ Timing and Scheduling Conflicts — Summer scheduling and personal commitments with
work and family
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e Health limitations

¢ Funding Limitations — some councils fund national conventions but only when in their own
province

e Interest

Is there anything else the parish council would like the national board to know?

Councils continue to face the same challenges of aging membership, burnout of existing

members and struggling with how to encourage members to take on a leadership role.

¢ Executive members doing multiple roles

e They are wrestling with how to encourage the younger generation to join CWL. Councils
would like to have suggestions from National of activities that would be of interest to
younger people or the working woman who do not have the ability or time to invest in the
demands of the CWL.

e Fees are too high to attract new and young members.

Respectfully Submitted
Kathleen Winter, President
Calgary Diocesan Council

_ f““_"'-u.\\_ gy .

Edmonton Diocesan President - Jean Ashdown
Annual Report

Sisters in the League,

During 2025, we continued using the national theme, Here I am Lord, Send Me. The theme was
inspiring for members with many councils using the logo. saying the prayer and reflecting on the
theme in a variety of ways.

Our shared diocesan activities continue to be well supported with funds, donations, and
volunteers including providing welcome bags for refugees, hot meals for the poor outside Sacred
Heart Church of the First Peoples and connecting with schools by providing books for schools.
Councils have been using our new saint quilts for spiritual programs, participating in red sand
prayer services that highlight human trafficking, signing petitions, and standing up for life at the
March for Life. Two councils initiated a total of five resolutions all of which passed at both the
Diocesan and Provincial levels, and one which passed at the National level.

Two new initiatives were begun. The first was to have a display at a women’s conference,
Women of Dignity, in hopes of educating women about the Catholic Women’s League and
attracting some new members. The conference was held in October and had about 300 women
in attendance. There was interest in joining the CWL from some of the women and we plan to
do this again.
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The second initiative was to host monthly on-line sessions for councils to share what or how
they do something. The ‘How Does Your Council?’ sessions was an idea borrowed from the
Calgary Diocesan Council. Our first session was in November and had very positive feedback.

A major accomplishment this past year was the completion of the second edition of the history
of our councils covering the last 25 years. We also set up an endowment with the Foundation of
St. Joseph Seminary & Newman Theological Foundation to fund an award for a woman studying
at Newman Theological College. The award will be based on academic standing and
demonstration of service to the Catholic community, preferably with the Catholic Women’s
League and is named after Katherine Hughes who founded the first CWL council in Canada, in
Edmonton in 1912.

There were a few challenges during this past year. Nationals’ new process to confirm officers of
the CWL are in good standing with the Church by getting a pastor to sign a Letter of Good
Standing upset some members so the change to an attestation statement signed by the member
was a welcome revision.

Due to renovations happening at St. Joseph’s Basilica, diocesan officers were required to move
our archives and supplies temporarily from the Jordan Room to St. Joseph’s Basilica CWL’s
storage room.

We participated in getting two petitions signed that had come from National. One was against
removing charitable status from pro-life and religious organizations, and the other was against
the expansion of Medical Assistance in Dying to those with mental illness. Permission was

obtained from the archdiocese to do these petitions as normally petition signing is not allowed.

Our 2025 Edmonton Diocesan Convention was held May 3 & 4 at the Polish Hall Conference
Centre in Edmonton with the theme “Hope in the Lord”. Our speakers included: our Spiritual
Adpvisor, Fr. Curtis Berube, who gave our theme address, Fr. Susai Jesu who provided
information about the Lac St. Anne Pilgrimage and the hope it brings to the indigenous peoples;
Belinda Halbach, a former diocesan officer who spoke on her leadership journey including her
experience with the CWL Leadership program; and, Dr. Rebecca Hudson Breen, from Hope
Studies Central at the University of Alberta, who informed us of some of the research being done
into hope and explained some projects being done with Edmonton Catholic schools related to
hope. At our banquet, Fr. Jim Corrigan, our Vicar General, spoke on having hope for our
children and grandchildren’s faith journeys. This was the first time we had held our convention
on a Saturday/Sunday and that was appreciated by many of the younger women who were able
to attend both days. There was also a great appreciation for the resolutions presented and the
discussion that occurred because of issues that they raised. It took a great amount of work from
Leduc and Hinton councils to initiate these resolutions and from the Diocesan Resolutions
subcommittee to review them.

At the Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Convention held in Grande Prairie, we were proud that the
Elsie Yanik award was awarded to Coby Veeken from Our Lady of Perpetual Help council,
Sherwood Park, and that two of the Walter Krewski Awards for increase in membership were
awarded to St. Thomas More council, Edmonton. At the National Convention held in Toronto, I
was privileged to speak to one of the resolutions that had started in our Diocese which did pass.
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The two resolutions which were not accepted by the National Resolutions Subcommittee are
being worked on by ABMK Provincial council.

Our Fall Meeting was held at Sacred Heart church in Wetaskiwin on September 27th. Most of
those attending wore orange shirts in recognition of the National Day of Truth and
Reconciliation and we learned a bit about Pow Wows through a video. Our speakers were
Lorraine Turchansky speaking about the work that the Society of St. Vincent de Paul does in the
Edmonton Archdiocese and Cathy Bouchard introduced the R3 to 1, Unity! project.

After 18 years as Archbishop of Edmonton, Most Reverand Richard Smith was appointed
Archbishop of Vancouver. We will miss him greatly. Our councils had masses said for
Archbishop Smith as a spiritual bouquet and, as a gift to him, we also paid for his farewell
reception held in May. It was only in November that it was announced that Bishop Stephen
Hero from Prince Albert had been named our archbishop and would be installed in January. We
look forward to working with him.

We continue to serve the Archdiocese in a number of ways — an officer is a member of the
Archdiocesan Camp Advisory Committee, we put on the reception following the Chrism Mass,
support St. Benedict’s Chapel in downtown Edmonton with a financial donation, and support
the seminarians at St. Joseph Seminary with our Adopt-a-Seminarian program and with the
Doreen Melton Scholarship.

Many councils celebrated significant anniversaries and several had celebrations that we were
invited to attend. As president, I or another diocesan officer attended celebrations and brought
greetings on behalf of Diocesan Council at St. Stephen, Olds — 100 years; St. Mary’s, Provost —
75 years; St. Charles Borrmeo, Onoway — 75 years; St. Anthony, Drayton Valley — 70 years;
Sacred Heart, Wetaskiwin — 65 years; St. Matthew, Rocky Mountain House — 65 years; Holy
Family, St. Albert — 30 years; Corpus Christi, Edmonton — 10 years.

It is wonderful meeting members of the Catholic Women’s League here in our Diocese and from

councils across the country. Members are ready to serve in so many different ways. The answer

when called is: Here I am Lord, Send Me. We so appreciate the difference that you make in your
parishes, communities, and country.

Respectfully submitted,
Jean Ashdown, President
Edmonton Diocesan President
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Grouard-McLennan Diocesan President - Linda VandenBerg

Annual Report
Sisters in the League,

The 2025 year was one of faith, leadership development, membership outreach, and Jubilee
celebrations across the Diocese of Grouard McLennan. Councils focused strongly on the national
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theme through retreats, workshops, prayer initiatives, church ministries, awareness activities,
and Jubilee events. Mental health awareness remained a priority, with all reporting councils
hosting events or activities focused on mental wellness.

Nine of 16 councils completed the annual report survey, while 10 council presidents submitted
reports for the convention booklet. Five diocesan officers also submitted annual reports.
Councils demonstrated growing awareness of national resources, with all councils encouraging
members to use the national website and resources, a significant improvement from previous
years. Seven councils used the Welcome Program to encourage and support new members.
Many councils embraced the Jubilee Year by participating in pilgrimages to designated Holy
Doors and other Jubilee activities. Spiritual life remained central through retreats, ordinations,
World Day of Prayer, 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care, Jubilee celebrations, and
pilgrimages.

Councils continued their commitment to social justice and charitable outreach. All councils
supported Development and Peace’s “Turn Debt into Hope” campaign, while others supported
Catholic Missions in Canada, the Coady Institute, CNEWA, and the Catholic Women’s
Leadership Foundation. Councils also responded to legislation concerning charitable status for
pro-life and religious organizations and the expansion of Medical Assistance in Dying by sharing
information, signing petitions, and writing letters.

Leadership development and education continued to be important priorities. Councils identified
lack of willing leaders as their greatest challenge. Although many councils received national
communiqués and resources, most reported limited training on how to use them effectively.
Interest in further education was encouraging, with 78% of councils expressing willingness to
attend a parliamentary procedure webinar if offered.

The R3 to 1 Unity! Task Force and D2L Brightspace online learning platform were introduced
and promoted throughout the year. While participation was still limited, groundwork was laid
for future growth through workshops, presentations, and the development of online courses.
Membership within the diocese decreased to 503 members, due largely to aging membership
and the loss of 12 sisters to the Book of Life. One council, St. Charles CWL in Nampa, disbanded,
with members encouraged to join nearby councils. Efforts also began toward reinstating St.
Peter Celestin Council in Slave Lake. Despite these challenges, half of the diocesan councils
maintained or increased their membership. St. John the Baptist CWL in McLennan celebrated
its 75th anniversary in 2025.

Membership growth and leadership encouragement remained a major diocesan focus. Over the
past two years, presentations on membership, leadership, and “Why I Am a Member” were
delivered in seven councils throughout the diocese. Recruitment and retention strategies, along
with prayers for membership growth, were regularly shared at workshops and meetings. The
diocese also continues to be blessed with three active life members serving on the diocesan
executive.
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Workshops and Retreats

The Diocesan Faith Retreat was held February 22, 2025, in Berwyn, hosted by Holy Family CWL
of Grimshaw. Centered on the Jubilee theme “Pilgrims of Hope” and the national theme “Here I
Am Lord, Send Me,” guest speaker Leah Perrault inspired members through reflection, guided
meditation, and discussion on inviting God into daily life and becoming pilgrims of hope.

The Diocesan Education Workshop took place October 18, 2025, in Beaverlodge, hosted by St.
Mary’s CWL. Presentations focused on Resolution Actions, The Joy of Leadership, and R3 to 1
Unity. Members were encouraged to discuss ideas together and develop plans to strengthen
their councils.

Council Presentations and Support

Throughout the year, diocesan leadership visited councils to provide presentations on CWL
history, membership, leadership, service recognition, and council development. Special
attention was given to supporting councils facing challenges, including meetings in Slave Lake
regarding reinstatement of St. Peter Celestin Council and assistance provided to St. Charles
Council in Nampa during the disbanding process.

Meetings and Conventions

The diocesan executive participated in numerous meetings throughout the year, including
diocesan, provincial, and national planning meetings, convention preparations, leadership
resource development, and online learning initiatives. Significant time was devoted to the
development and piloting of D2L Brightspace learning courses for members.

The Grouard McLennan Diocesan Convention and Annual Meeting of Members was held April
12, 2025, with Archbishop Pettipas speaking on the theme “Here I Am Lord, Send Me.” The
ABMK Provincial Convention followed June 6—8, 2025, in Grande Prairie, hosted jointly by St.
Joseph’s Council and the Grouard McLennan Diocese.

Communications

Communication with councils remained active throughout the year through regular emails,
newsletters, meeting notices, resource sharing, and updates on programs and deadlines.
Information was distributed regarding conventions, resolutions, leadership resources,
euthanasia awareness, volunteer opportunities, and diocesan events. Articles highlighting
diocesan activities were also submitted to provincial and regional publications.

As we continue forward together, we remain grateful for the dedication, faith, and service of the
women throughout our diocese who faithfully answer God’s call through the Catholic Women’s
League. Guided by the theme “Here I Am Lord, Send Me,” may we continue to grow in faith,
leadership, sisterhood, and service to God and Canada.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda VandenBerg, President
Grouard-McLennan Diocesan Council
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Mackenzie-Fort Smith Diocesan President - Shirley Gutierrez
Annual Report

Sisters in the League,

With gratitude and joy, I present this report reflecting on a year marked by growth, renewed
leadership, and faithful service. Despite the challenges we faced in the North, our councils
remained steadfast in answering the call to serve. Guided by the Spirit of Hope and our shared
mission, we continued strengthening our sisterhood and outreach throughout 2025

Membership & Growth
¢ 118 paid memberships across the Mackenzie diocese
e Encouraging growth in one council, particularly among younger members

e Continued efforts to strengthen communication and explore forming a new council in
Behchoko

Meetings & Leadership
e Successful Mid winter and Fall meeting
¢ Finances organized and executive completed before convention
e 615t Convention held in Hay River with strong attendance and 15 new participants
e Ongoing collaboration with diocesan and ABMK leadership
e Participating in zoom meetings for information’s and to learn

Faith & Service
Councils actively participated in:
e March for Life Masses and 12 Hours of Prayer
e Advent and Lenten webinars
e Assisting in different church ministries
e Spiritual Bouquet for Archbishop Richard Smith
e Prayer vigil and donations for the Vancouver tragedy
e Rosaries, Pilgrimage, Retreats led by councils
¢ Adopting a seminarian
e Reaching out for the elderly, sick, widowed members & parishioners
e Toy drives, food drives, bake sales and other fundraisings
e Christmas outreach initiatives for the communities

Council Life

We currently have three councils and are working toward establishing a fourth. Together, we
strive to follow National policies and bylaws while maintaining regular communication with
each council. Information’s are sent to each council when received but there are times when
problem still occur but we do our best. I always encourage to check the National and provincial
websites to gain up to date information and to join zoom meetings, webinars that is being
offered to members. We are especially grateful to our Alberta sisters for their support through
the ‘Nickels for the North ‘program, which assists members in attending conventions,
workshops, and retreats.
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Closing Reflection
The year 2025 was truly a blessed and fruitful one. Inspired by the theme, “Here I am Lord,
Send Me,” we stepped forward in faith and service.

Respectfully submitted.
Shirley Gutierrez, President
Mackenzie-Fort Smith Diocesan President
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St. Paul Diocesan President - Annette DeBoer
Annual Report

The Catholic Women’s League in the Diocese of St. Paul continues to make a meaningful
contribution to parish and community life through the pillars of Faith, Service, and Social
Justice. This report reflects information gathered from eight councils completing the National
online survey and nine councils submitting written president’s reports.

In 2025, the St. Paul Diocesan Council included 15 parish councils with a total membership of
414 members. St. Paul’s Cathedral Council remained inactive, while St. Benoit Council in
Pickardville continued to submit memberships but is not currently meeting. Efforts continue to
support revitalization and encourage participation where possible. Across the diocese, councils
continue to face challenges in recruiting leaders and attracting younger members, leading some
councils to adopt shared or rotating leadership models. Despite these difficulties, councils
remain committed to serving their parishes and communities with faith and dedication.

The national theme, “Here I Am Lord, Send Me,” continued to inspire councils through prayer,
discussion, and action. Councils incorporated the theme prayer into meetings and explored the
sub-theme of mental health through guest speakers, online learning, and discussions connecting
mental health with homelessness, family violence, and employment insecurity.

Communication from national office was regularly shared by the diocesan president and
secretary. While most councils found the information useful and timely, awareness of some
national advocacy efforts, including the national president’s letter regarding women and
children in Gaza, remained limited.

Approximately half of responding councils reported that at least one member had attended or
was interested in attending a national convention, although cost continues to be the greatest
barrier. Members especially appreciated the faith components, speakers, fellowship, and
resolution discussions, while also expressing a desire for smaller breakout sessions and
opportunities to learn more about organizations serving vulnerable populations.

Leadership and Membership

Councils continue to encourage personal invitations to prospective members and pray for
leadership vacancies to be filled. Recruitment, succession planning, attracting younger women,
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and meeting attendance remain ongoing concerns. Councils have adapted creatively by holding
meetings in members’ homes or seniors’ residences, scheduling earlier meeting times, and
including potlucks or shared meals to encourage fellowship.

Many councils recognized long-serving members through pin presentations, including one
council that honoured three members with 65-year service pins. Two councils participated in the
R3 to 1 Unity! initiative, while others expressed interest. Awareness of D2L Brightspace learning
opportunities remains limited, showing a need for continued promotion and education.

Communication

Councils primarily communicate through meetings, email, communiqués, phone calls,
newsletters, and social media. One council shared an annual summary of activities and
donations with its parish as a gesture of appreciation. Members continue to receive information
on accessing the national website, although additional training would be beneficial.

Faith

Faith remains central to all council activities. Members participated in World Day of Prayer, the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, the March for Life, and celebrations for the Feast of Our
Lady of Good Counsel. Councils celebrated priests’ birthdays and ordination anniversaries,
remembered deceased members through honour guards and memorial ceremonies, and
supported RCIA, sacramental preparation, and parish ministries.

As part of the Jubilee Year, several councils participated in pilgrimages to designated Holy
Doors, while diocesan members also joined a pilgrimage to Central Europe. Councils reported
increased prayer, participation in the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, and efforts to be
sources of hope within their families and communities.

Special spiritual highlights included hosting the Eucharistic Miracles of the World Exhibit and a
relic of St. Pope John Paul I1, outdoor Rosary Walks, participation in the Lac La Biche Jubilee
Mass, dedication of a new church, and summer retreats at Camp Wakamao.

Looking ahead to 2026, councils anticipate hosting diocesan and provincial conventions,
anniversary celebrations, the World Day of Prayer for Truth and Reconciliation, and parish
community events.

Service

Service remains a visible and active part of CWL life throughout the diocese. Councils supported
the Alberta Mackenzie initiative providing handmade quilts to youth treatment centres and
donated funds and supplies to the Lac La Biche women’s shelter.

Councils also supported human trafficking awareness initiatives, blood donation drives, seniors’
programs, homeless outreach, refugee support, and women’s shelters. Guest speakers from
organizations such as Jessie’s House Women’s Shelter and Amber’s Hope Maternity Home
helped raise awareness of local needs.

Additional service activities included catering funeral lunches, serving at soup kitchens, parish

ministry work, food and clothing drives, Christmas hampers, visiting the sick and homebound,
maintaining church properties, volunteering at food pantries, and sponsoring Giving Trees.
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Councils also raised funds through raffles, garage sales, bake sales, and plant sales to support
scholarships, food banks, shelters, parish projects, and organizations such as Development and
Peace, Catholic Missions in Canada, the Coady Institute, and CNEWA Canada.

Councils participated in 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care, promoted World Mental Health
Day and National Seniors Day, and shared Advent and Lenten service resources with members.

Social Justice

Councils actively responded to concerns surrounding the proposed removal of charitable status
for pro-life and religious organizations and the expansion of Medical Assistance in Dying by
sharing information, writing letters, signing petitions, and praying for the unborn, the sick, and
those facing difficult circumstances.

Members participated in webinars on human trafficking and Indigenous reconciliation,
although awareness of these opportunities varied among councils. Interest was also expressed in
studying national resolutions concerning the definition of human life and the expansion of
palliative care.

Environmental stewardship and Laudato Si’ initiatives were promoted through recycling, reuse,
and discussions on environmentally friendly practices. Councils recognize that faith, service,
and social justice are deeply interconnected, with service activities often directly addressing
social justice needs within their communities.

Many smaller councils noted that aging membership and limited capacity can make
participation challenging. Nevertheless, members continue to contribute through prayer,
service, and faithful witness within their parishes and communities.

Despite ongoing leadership and membership challenges, the Catholic Women’s League in the
Diocese of St. Paul remains dedicated to living out its mission. Guided by the theme “Here I Am
Lord, Send Me,” members continue to answer God’s call through faith, service, and social
justice, striving to make their communities places of hope, compassion, and love.

Respectfully submitted
Annette deBoer, President
St. Paul Diocesan Council
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Congratulations 2025 Elsie Yanik Award Recipient

Coby Veeken, Our Lady of Perpetual Help - Sherwood Park

When Elsie Yanik passed away, one of her favourite stories was retold and it was a story of the
kindness of her neighbour, Syd Porter, at Christmas time when a tearful 8-year-old told him
Santa had forgotten about them. Elsie’s Mother was ill and she had taught Elsie, from her bed,
how to look after her sisters and brothers, but she could not manage to have Santa arrive. The
kind neighbour returned hours later with a gunnysack full of gifts and explained that Santa had
not forgotten their family but had simply misplaced the gifts. This act of kindness was one Elsie
shared at the 2014 University of Alberta Convocation address. Elsie explained, “You see,
kindness is enduring. Kindness makes everyone feel good. The person who gives kindness feels
just as good as the person receiving kindness. When we witness kindness, it makes us feel good.”

Elsie Yanik was a beautiful and inspiring woman who accomplished much in her long life. Our
nominee, Our Lady of Perpetual Help CWL Sister in the League, Coby Veeken, has accomplished
many things in her life and has made a difference for many through her kindness and many acts
of service.

Coby began her Canadian life of service at the age of 18, when, at the request of her uncle, she —
the oldest of 12 children — was asked to come to Canada from her home in Holland, to care for
her four cousins as their mother had passed away. Many have been blessed by this journey! In
Canada, Coby met and married Lou, and together they raised 7 children, the oldest of whom is
also our CWL OLPH Sister in the League, Mary-Lou Veeken.

After moving from Prince George, BC in the 1970s, Coby attended St Michael Parish in
Edmonton before she joined the congregation of the newly built Church of the Resurrection,
moving a few years later to an acreage and the parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. A CWL
member for 57 years, Coby has been involved with many ministries as she lived her life, like
Elsie Yanik — a giving woman with a quiet spirit who uses her gifts and talents to empower
others around her.

Coby has held many CWL positions at OLPH, including Corresponding Secretary 1984-1986,
CWL OLPH President 1986-1988, Past President 1988-1990. In the words of a CWL OLPH
sister, “When I first joined CWL, Coby taught me so much, guiding me and showing me how to
get things done. I am so pleased she is nominated for the Elsie Yanik Award. I cannot think of a
more deserving person. Coby has given so much to CWL. She is a great ambassador for the
Catholic Women’s League.”

Coby volunteered at Inner City Pastoral Ministry (ICPM) at Bissell Centre in downtown
Edmonton on Sunday mornings for over 20 years. She was always there early to start the coffee,
and she would bring anything that she could find that might be useful for patrons: clothing,
jewelry, socks, scarves — the locals could “shop” and take what they wanted. When it was OLPH
Parish’s turn to provide lunch, Coby would have volunteers (sometimes her own family) come to
the church on Saturday to make sandwiches, cut fruits and vegetables, and package baked
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goods; then Coby organized parishioners to take the food to ICPM for the Sunday morning
ecumenical service. Coby always helped with the delivery, setup, and serving the inner-city
residents. COVID changed a lot of programs at Bissell Centre and elsewhere — servers handed
out food outside, rather than welcoming people of the street inside. To improve this process,
Coby enlisted the services of her three sisters and together they sewed 200+ bags to hold the
pre-packaged food items. Coby’s friend, Sue, needed bags for her Lutheran church’s
contributions to the inner city, so Coby and her sisters made another 200+ bags. This bag
sewing continues to this day with others “carrying the torch.”

Coby was a board member of the Inner-City Pastoral Ministry for most of her years at ICPM.
This is an ecumenical Christian ministry of presence serving the people of downtown
Edmonton. It is jointly sponsored by four denominations: United, Catholic, Anglican, and
Lutheran. While Coby has stepped down from her position, she still gathers needed items each
week and has them picked up for people in the Inner City. Among these items are mittens she
knits, double-layered for the harsh Edmonton winters.

Coby’s service is extended to the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada through World Day
of Prayer; she plays an active role in the Women’s Wellness Weekend for inner city women, held
at the Star of the North retreat centre; and the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception
are grateful for her kindness and support as an Associate. Coby has been a dedicated member of
OLPH parish and occasionally attends Mass at Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples
downtown. Without being asked, Coby is there lending a hand, making and serving coffee,
baking apple pies, pinching perogies, and working at every CWL fundraiser event, attending
conventions ... the list and the kindness continue.

At the most recent CWL Christmas potluck, Coby was asked to share Grace. She was delighted as
she had a favourite, meaningful prayer to share and then, in true Coby style, so all could join in,
she then led the group in the traditional Grace before Meals. After dinner, Coby and Mary-Lou
gathered all the donations to Edmonton’s Our Lady of Grace School for teenage parents and
loaded them into Coby’s vehicle for delivery, as they have done many times. Coby and Mary-Lou
do many kind acts together.

Saint Mother Teresa said, “We cannot do great things, only small things with great love.”
Our nominee, Coby Veeken, lives this motto each day. May her works and her life continue to be
blessed even as she is a blessing to many. Elsie Yanik said it correctly: “Kindness is enduring.”

L to R: Betsy Fletcher, ABMK President;
COBY VEEKEN, Elsie Yanik Award Winner;
Jan Myhre, ABMK Vice-President

Past Recipients of the Elsie Yanik Award include
Bonnie Strum, Mable Solomon, Gabrielle Simpson,
Renee Spohn, Lucille Partington & Rosemarie
McCarthy.
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St. Francis of Assisi: A Seed for Eternal Life
- Blessed Are the Poor -
Ignite Your Passion, Empower His Mission

Introduction

Leader:

All:

As we gather in prayer let us be attentive to this time and space in this Jubilee
Year of St. Francis of Assisi. A saint who calls us to live the gospel by walking
with the poor, caring for creation and being in right relationship with each other.

Eight hundred years ago, St. Francis of Assisi left this world, but he continues to
inspire people from all walks of life. He ignited the passion of the Franciscan
Orders and ignited the passion for rebuilding the church empowering the mission
of Christ.

As members of the Catholic Women’s League, we are called in this time and space
to rebuild the church by being peacemakers, to walk with the poor so they may
know their dignity of being blessed and to live the gospel by empowering each
other to share our gifts. You will see this highlighted in the prayer procession.

We ask for the intercession of St. Francis of Assisi during our gathering.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

You are holy Lord God,

You are love, charity:

You are wisdom, You are humility,
You are our hope, You are justice,
You are our strength, You are refreshment,
You are our hope,

You are our faith,

You are our charity,

You are our eternal life:

Great and wonderful Lord,
Almighty God, Merciful Savior.

Amen.

-(adapted from The Praises of God — St. Francis of Assisi, 1224)
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Opening Song: Prayer of St. Francis

Make me a channel of Your peace.
Where there is hatred let me bring Your love.
Where there is injury Your pardon, Lord,
And where there’s doubt, true faith in You.

Make me a channel of Your peace.

Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.

Where there is darkness, only light,
And where there’s sadness, ever joy.

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console,
To be understood, as to understand,
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of Your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving of ourselves that we receive,
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

CALLS TO ACTION
I Encounter to Change

Reader 1:
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Do not judge, and you will not be judged.
Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven.
Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over,
will be poured into your lap.

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

Reader 2:
Lord, Lover of All,

Sebastian Temple

1 Luke 6:36-38

You led St. Francis among the lepers and there you taught him mercy.

Open our eyes so that we may see the “lepers” of our time:

the poor, the excluded, the marginalized,

those whom everyone avoids and despises.

Give us the courage to leave our comfort zones,

to draw close to others

and discover who is close to us, to share their fate.
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All:

Teach us that it is not enough to choose poverty:

we must show mercy,

we must give our heart, not just possessions.

Deliver us from the bitterness of rivalry

and lead us to the sweetness that comes from sharing. Amen

St. Francis of Assisi...

Pray for us.

Song Response: Here I Am, Lord

(Refrain)

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night
Twill go, Lord, if you lead me

T will hold your people in my heart

1I The Church: Poor Yet Fertile Soil

Reader 3:

Reader 4:

All:

As you come to him, the living Stone

— rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him —
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ.

For in Scripture, it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

Lord, Foundation of the Church,
You taught St. Francis to love the Church,
his mother, with all her poverty.

We too want to choose to plant our seeds

in this poor yet fertile soil.

Deliver us from the temptation to judge,

from the pride of the perfect,

from the pride of those who believe themselves to be superior.
Teach us to see in the Church that field where You, patient Sower,
continue to sow the seed of the Gospel.

Grant us great faith in priests, in whose poor hands
You continue to give yourself in the Eucharist. Amen

St. Francis of Assisi...

Pray for us.
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Song Response: Here I am Lord (Refrain)

111
Reader 5:

Reader 6:

All:

Bringing Peace to the World

God has put the body together,
giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it,
so that there should be no division in the body,

but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it;
if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

Corinthians 12:24-27

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Lord, Builder of Community,

who have given to Francis his brothers,

Teach us to live in community.

Free us from the desire to dominate,

from the temptation of power.

Help us understand that relationships are not pyramidal,
but circular — all our siblings.

Teach us to “wash the feet” of others,

to be a servant and not a master.

Let us to be welcoming to those who make mistakes,

to be patient with those who are difficult.

Help us see the difficulties in relationships not as failures
but as blessings, opportunities to grow in love. Amen

St. Francis of Assisi...

Pray for Us

Song Response: Here I Am, Lord (Refrain)

v

Reader 7:

Imitate St Francis

Live in harmony with one another.

Do not be proud,

but be willing to associate with people of low position.
Do not be conceited.

Do not repay anyone evil for evil.
Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.

Romans 12:16-18

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
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Reader 8:

All:

Lord, Prince of Peace,

make us instruments of your peace.

Teach us to carry your greeting: “May the Lord give you peace”
not as an empty phrase, but as a way of life.

Help us not to argue, not to judge,

but to be meek, peaceful, gentle.

Make us understand that we

don’t have to go as one imposing truth from above,
but as a “sibling” who is grounded in humility,
who listens before speaking.

Make us into bridge builders, Sowers of reconciliation,
a peaceful presence who encourages dialogue and respect. Amen

St. Francis of Assisi...

Pray for us.

Song Response: Here I Am, Lord (Refrain)

A% Legacy of St Francis

Reader 9:

Reader 10:

All:

Luke 9:23-25
Jesus said to them all:
“Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.
For whoever wants to save their life will lose it,
but whoever loses their life for me will save it.
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world,
and yet lose or forfeit their very self?

Lord Jesus Christ,

who called St. Francis to follow in your footsteps,
giving him a heart capable of mercy

and eyes to see your face

in the poor and in the Crucified One,

open our hearts to your Word.

Send your Holy Spirit so that we can understand
the precious legacy that St. Francis left the church
and we too can live according to the form of the holy Gospel. Amen

St. Francis of Assisi...

Pray for us.
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Song Response: Here I Am, Lord (Refrain)

Leader:

All:

Leader:

Concluding Rite

Encouraged by St. Francis of Assisi to ignite our passion and empower the
mission of Christ, let us conclude by praying the Jubilee Prayer for St Francis

with Pope Leo.

Saint Francis, our brother,

you who eight hundred years ago

went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace,
intercede for us before the Lord.

You recognized true peace

in the Crucifix of San Damiano,

teach us to seek in Him the source of all reconciliation
that breaks down every wall.

You who, unarmed,

crossed the lines of war and misunderstanding,

give us the courage to build bridges

where the world raises up boundaries.

In this time afflicted

by conflict and division,

intercede for us

so that we may become peacemakers:
unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace
that comes from Christ.

Amen

As we end our moment of prayer together let us offer each other a sign of peace
and send each other out to live the gospel by empowering each other to share our

gifts.

Closing Song: All Creatures of our God and King

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Bright burning sun with golden beams,
Soft silver moon that gently gleams!

Refrain:
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book

56



Great rushing winds that are so strong,
You clouds above that sail along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Fair rising morn with praise rejoice,
Stars nightly shining, find a voice! Refrain:

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! Refrain:

(Service Prayers Adapted from: Francis of Assisi: A Seed for Eternal Life, OFM General Curia Scripture: NIV)

League Prayer

(found on Page 2)

Morning Closing Prayer

The Angelus
Leader: The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary
All: And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary ....
Leader: Behold the handmaid of the Lord
All: Be it done unto me according to Thy word. Hail Mary ....
Leader: And the Word was made flesh
All: And dwelt among us. Hail Mary ....
Leader: Pray for us O Holy Mother of God
All: That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ!
Leader: Let us pray
All: Pour forth we beseech thee, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we,

to whom the incarnation of your Son, was made know by the message of
an angel, may by his passion and cross be brought to the glory of his
resurrection, through the same Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

Meal Prayer

Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about to receive from Thy bounty,
through Christ our Lord. Amen

Afternoon Gathering Prayer

Leader: Let us begin this afternoon by praying our Prayer for Passion on the Mission

(found on back cover)
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Afternoon Closing Prayer

Leader: Let us close our day together by recognizing the God’s Power in us.
In the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. Amen
All:
Empowering God, it is you who calls us as we work.
It is your power in us that confirms our confidence and boosts our spirits.
Never let us act as thought you are not part of our plans.
We are confident that your Holy Spirit dwells in us and among us.
We are confident that your Holy Spirit dwells in us and among us.
We are confident that your Holy Spirit dwells in us and among us.
Help us to rely on the power of your Spirit
to inspire us to do our best work, giving praise and glory through it.
Compared to your limitless love for us, we have so little to offer you.
Bless our humble efforts and make them holy.
Lead us in the path of what is right and just

and may your peace, your goodness, and your deep caring sustain us in all we do.

Amen

MEMORIAL FOR DECEASED MEMBERS

Opening Hymn: Women of the Church

Refrain: Women of the Church, how great is your legacy
Women of the Church, how great if your faith
Women of the Church wellsprings of integrity
Lead us in the ways of peace!

Companions and disciples of Jesus

Chosen and called by name.

Witnesses of wisdom, weavers of the Word,
Leads us in the ways of truth

Refrain:

Living signs of service and strength,
Hands of the healing, hearts of the love.
Women of vision, voices for the voiceless
Lead us in the way of hope.

Refrain:

Women of compassion and care,

Bearers of God’s living light.

Centered in prayer while working for justice
Lead us the ways of peace

Refrain:
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INVITATION TO PRAYER

Bishop Gary: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen
Bishop Gary: The grace and peace of God, Our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.
All: And with your Spirit
Leader: We gather today to honour the members of the Catholic Women’s League

of Canada who have gone from this life to their eternal rest in Christ. In
the world today, perhaps as never before, the church needs enlightened
and faithful laity. Members of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada
live their faith by serving others and thus discover Christ through
relationships with others.

The members of Alberta Mackenzie who we honour today made a
commitment to be a witness of Christ, carrying out the mission of Christ at
home, in the parish and in the whole community.

We recall now their service to others, and we pray that the God of all has
joyously welcomed them into the fullness of life, where they rest in peace

and love.
OPENING PRAYER
Bishop Gary: Gracious God, hear our prayers on behalf of your faithful servants whom

you have called to be with you in paradise. May they be welcomed joyfully
into the presence of the angels and the saints. We ask this through Christ,

our Lord.
All: Amen
SCRIPTURE READING:

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 14:1-6

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God, believe also in me. My father’s house
has many rooms, if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that
you may also be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”

Jesus answered, “I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one come to the Father except
through me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you. Lord Jesus Christ

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial CWL 2026 Convention Book 59



MEMORIAL ROSES AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES

Leader: God is the glory and joy of each of our departed sisters in the Catholic Women’s
League, whose memory we celebrate today. A rose, a symbol of life in Christ, will now be
presented. A candle will be lit, a symbol of their life in Christ and a rose will be placed as a living
memorial of their presence among us.

Calgary Diocesan President:

We thank God for the gift of our sisters who went to their internal rest in 2025 in the Diocese of
Calgary. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord

All: And may perpetual light shine upon them

Edmonton Diocesan President:

We thank God of the gift of our sisters who went to their internal rest in 2025 in the Diocese of
Edmonton. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord

All: And may perpetual light shine upon them

Grouard-McLennan Diocesan President:

We thank God of the gift of our sisters who went to their internal rest in 2025 in the Diocese of
Grouard-McLennan. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord

All: And may perpetual light shine upon them

Mackenzie-Fort Smith Diocesan President:

We thank God of the gift of our sisters who went to their internal rest in 2025 in the Diocese of
Mackenzie-Fort Smith. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord

All: And may perpetual light shine upon them

St. Paul Diocesan President:

We thank God of the gift of our sisters who went to their internal rest in 2025 in the Diocese of
St Paul. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord

All: And may perpetual light shine upon them

Bishop Gary: We thank God for the gift of all our Spiritual Advisors who have gone to their
internal rest. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

All: And may perpetual light shine upon them

(Provincial President will light the candle and present the rose)

PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR THE BOOK OF LIFE

Bishop Gary:

Ever loving and gracious God, we thank You for the gift you gave your Church in the people
whose names are inscribed in this Book of Life. You called them to be the salt of the earth and
a light to the world. In their families and in Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council, they let their
lights shine before all so their good works gave glory to you. They were an example and
encouragement for all of us. As we hold close to our hearts the memory of those who are
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inscribed in this book, we ask your blessing to those members who have been added to Book of
Life in 2025.
(Sprinkling of the Holy Water)

We ask this blessing through Jesus Christ and through the intersession of our patroness, Our

Lady of Good Counsel.
All: Amen
Closing Hymn Songs of the Angels
May Songs of the Angels welcome you,
And guide you along your way.
May the smiles of the martyrs greet your own,
As darkness turns into day.
Every fear will be undone
And death will be no more.
As songs of the angels bring you home
Before the face of God.
CLOSING PRAYER
Bishop Gary:

Compassionate God, Mary, our mother, gave herself completely to you. Blessed is she who gave
humanity to Jesus and blessed are our sisters who spent their lives serving others in God’s
name. We join Mary in proclaiming your greatness and in thanking you for giving us life
through the death and resurrection of Jesus.

We proclaim Jesus and the life-giving Spirit.

All: Amen

FINAL BLESSING
Bishop Gary:
May the peace and love of God be with you always.

All: And with your spirit

May Almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen

Let’s us conclude by offering each other a sign of peace

Leader: Together let us recite the “League Prayer”
(found on Page 2)
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Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Morning Closing Prayer

(found on Page 57)

Afternoon Gathering Prayer

Let us begin our afternoon together
In the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

Glorious and Blessed God, we place our work and ourselves into your hands.
Anoint our creativity, our ideas, our energy so that even the smallest task may
bring You honor.

God, when we are challenged, guide us, when we are weary, energize us.

May the work that we do and the way that we do it, bring hope, life and
courage to all with whom we encounter.

Rooted in Your love, may Your face illuminate all activities done in Your name.
Amen

Afternoon Closing Prayer

Let’s us conclude our time together
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit Amen.

Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of this day, for the joys and sorrows.
Help us remember that it is often our sorrows that help us grow.

Continue to speak to us through the event of each day and give us ears that hear
your message.

We thank you for those whom we encountered during this convention.

Continue to bless us with people who embody your love.

We thank you for the ability to love and be loved.

Continue to pour your love into our hearts each day, for it sustains us.

Forgive us for our failure to love, for all those things we did today that caused
pain to one another, or to you whom we love above all things.

We praise and thank you for being the God of all people day after day and night
after night.

We praise you for being our God.

Be with us in the light and in the darkness.

Loving God, we place our lives in your holy hands.

As you have blessed our coming together, now bless our departure and journeys
homeward.

May your blessing be upon us in name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit Amen

(Hymn words reprinted with permission under One License E-805052. All rights reserved)
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Prayer for Passion on the Mission

Jesus, our Lord, we come to You with open hearts
seeking passion for Your mission.

Your deepest desire was to draw all peoples into
the embrace of the Heavenly Father’s Kingdom.

Send Your Holy Spirit to ignite our hearts with
the fire of Your passionate love, to empower us
with enthusiasm for Your mission.

May we be instruments of Your love to
our sisters in the League, our families, parishes,
and communities.

As we journey together, may the flame in our hearts
illuminate others to know Your eternal love.

May we hold Your people in our hearts as
we place all our trust in You.

Sweet Jesus, each day as we lift up our
hearts to You, we offer You our prayers,
works, joys, and sufferings.

We humbly ask that our offerings increase
our faith, hope, and charity.

O Most Sacred and Passionate Heart of Jesus,
may our hearts and Yours beat together as one.

We make this prayer to You, Jesus,
in the power of the Father and in the union
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

- Betty Colaneri




	Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are about to receive from Thy bounty,  through Christ our Lord. Amen

